
 

  

 
 

Courses Unique to the  
WTS-Newbigin DL Master of Divinity program 

 
 
MN103 Lesslie Newbigin and the Good of the City 
This course examines Bishop Lesslie Newbigin’s 
missionary strategy for the post-Christian culture of the 
West and his vision for the revitalization of the churches 
in the West. Particular attention will be paid to his 
theology of the unity of the church, his theological 
approach to cultural and religious pluralism, his eccle-
siology and critique of the theology and ecclesial 
practice of the churches in the West, and his call for 
missional leadership. Students will become conversant 
with Newbigin’s life and work, as well as that of some of 
his primary “conversation partners,” with a view to 
developing an informed contemporary approach for 
their own missional engagement for the good of the city. 
Offered in fall with 12 hr intensive in Holland, MI.  
 
MN106 The Peace of the City 
Cities hold countless human stories of innovation, 
conflict, and declension. Because of their complexity, 
understanding cities requires careful interdisciplinary 
study that moves beyond familiar tropes and false 
narratives. This course offers part historical survey, part 
sociological study, and part theological reflection on the 
triumph and tragedy of cities. We will learn about urban 
development in a variety of global contexts, from 
Bangalore to Rio de Janeiro to San Francisco. We will 
focus on how cities work and what leads to their 
flourishing, with the goal of preparing students for wise 
ministry engagement in a wide range of urban settings. 
J-Term with 36 hr intensive in San Francisco.  
 
MN108 The Urban Church 
This course will explore the components of a missional 
ecclesiology for the city, with implications for preach-
ing, worship, spiritual formation, and discipleship. The 
urban church’s involvement in social justice, faith and 
work, church planting, and other important 
opportunities for engagement will be explored. The 
urban environments of North America will be the 
cultural context for this course. Offered in spring with 
36 hr intensive in Holland, MI.  
 
MN117 Urban Church Planting 
This course will explore the theology, mission and 
practice of planting churches in cities, with implications 
for leadership formation, preaching, worship, community 
& spiritual formation.  J-Term with 36 hr intensive in San 
Francisco.  
 

MN125 Preaching in an Urban Context 
This course introduces students to the theology and the 
practice of sermon design and delivery in a post-
Christian urban context. Students will be captivated by a 
biblical–Reformed theology of preaching, the unique 
role of sermons in forming and leading mission-focused 
communities, and the formative role of sermon making 
in the pastor’s own spiritual life. Students will begin 
mastery of homiletical skills such as the movement from 
text to sermon, reading cultural and congregational 
contexts, strategic use of sermon outlines, and the life of 
prayer in preaching. A San Francisco January intensive 
exposes students to top tier communicators including 
fellow preachers, comedians, and professional 
announcers, and features a “sermon lab” in which written 
and preached sermons will be assessed by faculty and 
peers. J-Term with 36 hr intensive in San Francisco.  
 
MN126 Worship in an Urban Context 
This course explores the theology and practice of 
worship in the urban context. Students will develop a 
biblical-theological understanding of what it means for 
worship to be Reformed, liturgical, missional and 
contextual. They will gain confidence and experience in 
leading worship in urban and missional contexts. 
Students will increase their capacity and skill in planning 
and leading weekly corporate worship. The course will 
also cover occasional services (i.e., wedding, funeral, 
ordination, installation, commissioning, healing and 
wholeness), the sacraments of Baptism and Holy 
Communion, and the practice of preaching in relation to 
other key aspects of worship. Case studies will be used 
to grow in awareness of what is happening in worship 
and to understand helpful evaluation and feedback.  
 
FR130A&B Internship I  
FR131A&B Internship II 
The embedded internship allows the WTS-Newbigin 
student to utilize his or her existing ministry setting in a 
church plant, renewal city, or city-center as the internship 
setting. Students serve at least 125 hours per semester 
for four semesters. Students will be introduced to the 
missional vision and practices of church leadership, 
church planting and urban church renewal in their 
Newbigin coursework and will process the leadership 
experience alongside a mentor and peer cohort. A third 
component of the embedded internship will focus on 
issues of ongoing spiritual and ministerial formation. 
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