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The Commons

On Monday, May 7, Zach, Megan, Amanda, Dan, Rob, 
and Seth walked across the stage at Dimnent Chapel to 
graduate as Founding Friends of the Ralph and Cheryl 
Schregardus Friendship House.

As the Friends 
took their seats, 
President Tim Brown’s 
voice cracked with 
emotion. “You have 
no idea how satisfying 
that was,” he said. 

The following 
evening, WTS held 
a banquet to honor 
the Friends alongside 
their families, former 
roommates, and the 
donors who made 
Friendship House 
a reality. Professor 
John Swinton of 
the University of 
Aberdeen, a leading 
theologian in disability and ministry, gave an address titled, 
“Growing into Interdependence.” He shared his own 
university’s plan to launch a Friendship House in six months.

The Friendship House was created out of a need for 
housing options for young adults with cognitive disabilities 
and a desire for seminary students to learn from an often-
marginalized population. 

A team of experts led by Dr. Jane Finn, professor of 
education at Hope College, assessed the Friends on their 
independent living skills in 2007 before they moved in. Since 
then, Dr. Finn has been studying their growth.

According to Dr. Finn, many young adults with intel-
lectual disabilities end up sitting in their rooms watching TV 
rather than developing the same social skills and friendships 
as their peers. 

For the Friends at Friendship House, this has not 
been the case. Finn’s studies show huge growth in the 

The Friends Graduate

independence of the six Friends, especially during the first 
five years. They were taking the bus, getting to their jobs, 
cleaning their own apartments, and enjoying social activities 
with others.

The Friends 
have proudly helped 
to present these 
findings at Hope 
College and at the 
Michigan Council 
for Exceptional Chil-
dren Conference. 
There is significant 
interest because of 
such limited hous-
ing options for 
young adults with 
disabilities. 

“The Friends 
just steal the 
show,” says Finn, 
smiling. 

INSPIRING OTHERS, OPENING HEARTS
Western’s Friendship House has inspired five similar 

Friendship Houses, including one in Fayetteville, NC and 
others at Duke, Vanderbilt, George Fox University, and soon, 
the University of Aberdeen.

“It’s unusual and original, and people from all over the 
world are watching,” says Professor Swinton. “The Spirit 
is at work in the midst of this, and there’s something really 
quite revolutionary beginning.” 

The Friendship House has had a profound effect on WTS 
students, as well.

Rev. Dan DeVries lived in FH from 2012-2015 and was 
the resident advisor for two years. 

“The Friends would stop by my room to say hi and see 
how my day was going. At first I found myself trying to 
hurry them along, but as I spent more time in the Friendship 
House, I realized my homework could wait. I learned that to 

(cont.)



love well required me to be present to the situation in front of me.”
Now the pastor at Glen Lake Community Reformed Church, Dan is a stronger 

advocate for those on the margins.
Recent graduate Abigail DeZeeuw says that her time at Friendship House 

inspired her to do the Graduate Certificate in Disability and Ministry (GCDM) 
program alongside her M.Div.

“My time in the FH and GCDM program has given me a new lens for doing 
ministry,” she explains. “I’m always looking for who is being left out and what 
needs to change for everyone to belong.”

A MEANINGFUL IMPACT ON ALL
The Friends’ parents love how relationships with their children have inspired 

future ministry leaders. They also have loved watching their children grow in 
ways they never thought possible.

 “All parents worry about their kids’ future…but when your child has a 
disability, that worry intensifies a thousand-fold,” Deb Sterken shares. “What lies 
ahead? Will there be happiness? Friendships? Love? Laughter? Where will they 
live? The Friendship House has answered most of those questions.” 

Beth Kragt’s daughter, Amanda, has learned to take responsibility for herself 
and has become “her own person.” When Amanda’s dad passed away, her mom 
was very touched by the way roommates and the Friends embraced her.

The FH parents have noticed their children now plan things for themselves 
rather than having everything programmed for them. Their communication skills, 
vocabularies, and articulation have greatly improved, as well. 

Resident Advisor Scott Van Ravenswaay once double-booked the weekly 
Friend time meeting and later found out the Friends went ahead and ran the 
meeting without him. 

The Friends have learned to live with different personalities and navigate 
conflict with roommates. They’ve embedded in the Holland community through 
jobs and other activities. Seth and Megan attend Pillar Church. Dan attends 
“lunch bunch” with elderly members at his Methodist church every Sunday. Rob 
is so busy that his parents have a hard time nailing down dinner plans with him.

At the beginning, the parents felt that the Friends were “pulled up” by their 
non-disabled roommates. Now, they pull each other up. 

Seth’s mom, Kathy Vander Broek, is acutely aware of what life is like for 
individuals with cognitive impairments who don’t live at a Friendship House. “It’s 
a void of life for so many, and our kids have normalcy.”

“It allows us to be normal,” adds Deb Sterken.
The future for the six Friends is bright. Dan and Rob will move in together to 

the seminary apartments across the street, and Megan and Amanda will do the 
same. Seth and Zach will remain in FH one more year before transitioning. 

While the first transition was scary for parents—going from childhood home 
to the Friendship House—moving into an apartment with one roommate seems 
like a normal progression.

Their advice to the next group of Friendship House parents? “Breathe deep.” 
“It’s ok to let go,” and “Don’t be afraid.”  

WTS will process applications for Friendship House during the 2018-19 
school year. Interested parties can contact Rayetta Perez at 616.392.8555, x103. 
Dr. Finn and her team will once again assess candidates on a one-on-one basis.

The Friendship House has been Western’s grand experiment, and we 
are excited to carry the vision forward with fresh energy as we deepen our 
commitment and partnership to the Friends old and new. 

Zachary 
Aalderink

(cont. from pg. 1)
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The Class of 2018 received their degrees on Monday 
evening, May 7, in Dimnent Memorial Chapel on the 
campus of Hope College. 

Western Theological Seminary awarded 31 Master of 
Divinity degrees, eight Master of Arts degrees, five Master 
of Theology degrees, three Doctor of Ministry degrees (one 
honorary), and one Certificate in Disability and Ministry. Six 
certificates for the Founding Friends of Friendship House 
were awarded, also. 

The commencement speaker for the evening was Dr. 
John Swinton, professor in practical theology and pastoral 
care at the University of Aberdeen in Scotland. His work 
has a dual focus on the relationship between spirituality 
and health and the theology of disability. 

142nd Commencement

M.Div. graduate Mark Rich receives a hood 
from Kris DePree, moderator of the Board 
of Trustees. Mark took six years to get his 
degree but raised funds all along the way 

so he could graduate debt-free.

Professor John Swinton of the University 
of Aberdeen in Scotland gives the 

commencement address, “Remembering 
Vocation:  Living Life as Worship.”
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On behalf of her father, Sarah Campbell 
accepts an honorary Doctor of Ministry degree 

posthumously awarded to Tony Campbell, 
who served as associate general secretary and 
director of mission engagement for the RCA.

Dr. Swinton advised the graduates to look at 
themselves as “heroes” of faith rather than “saints.” 
While saints seem to have a lot of “mountaintop” 
experiences, heroes engage in God’s sovereign love 
through the many small day-to-day tasks and interactions 
that make up a life. 

“The liturgy of the everyday is where we find things 
of the kingdom, and in that liturgy of the everyday we 
become heroes of the faith,” he said. “So, our task is to 
be heroes for Jesus—to recognize the power of our daily 
liturgy and to live into the kingdom in a way that reveals 
something beautiful to the world, in a way that becomes 
irresistible. That’s your task, that’s your vocation, and 
that’s your calling.”



Alyssa Anten
M.Div.

Holland, MI

Carol Ann Bailey
M.A.

Holland, MI

Jill Buchholz
M.A.

Grand Haven, MI

Sarah Campbell
M.Div.

Alexandria, VA

Shaelee Boender
M.Div.

Parker, SD

Jack Droppers
M.Div. (Dec. ‘17)

Maitland, FL

Robert Evangelista
M.A. 

Savannah, GA

John Kyu Hahn
M.Div.

Sacramento, CA

Ruth Estell
M.Div.

Hualien, Taiwan

Ross Hoekstra
M.Div.

Sioux Center, IA

Eric Nichols
M.Div. (Dec. ‘17)

Detroit, MI  

Maxwell Nkansah
M.Div. 

Sayville, NY

Pablo Otaola
M.A. 

Denver, CO

M.Div. = Master of Divinity      Th.M. = Master of Theology     M.A. = Master of Arts  D.Min. = Doctor of Ministry    
GCDM = Graduate Certificate in Disability and Ministry   

Class of 2018
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David Celeskey
M.Div. 

Muskegon, MI

Lorie Jonkman
M.Div.

Jenison, MI

Carlos Peña
M.Div.

Holland, MI

Anthony Stiff
D.Min. (Dec. ‘17)
Los Angeles, CA

Thomas Terpstra
M.Div.

Ripon, CA

Kristen Uroda
M.Div.

Detroit, MI

Scott Van 
Ravenswaay

M.Div.
Sioux Center, IA

Mark Rich
M.Div.

Holland, MI

Jeremiah Ritchie
M.Div.

New Castle, IN

Emilie Wierda
M.A. (Dec. ‘17)
Holland, MI

Jordan Vermeer
M.Div.

Maurice, IA



Eyasu Wijoro
Th.M. 

Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia

Tara Woodward
M.A.

Orange City, IA

Su-Yuan Yang
Th.M.

Taipei, Taiwan

Min Seong Roh
M.Div.

Oakland, CA

Emily Rosendahl
M.Div.

Holland, MI

Jungwon Seo
Th.M. 

Ulsan, Republic of 
Korea

Enoch Lee
Th.M. 

Kuantan, Pahang, 
Malaysia

Tierra Marshall
M.Div. 

Saginaw, MI

Matthew St. Pierre
M.Div.

Merced, CA

Zeeshan Shafique
Th.M. 

Karachi, Pakistan

Graduates of Western Theological Seminary
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William Ruggles 
Church

M.A.
Holland, MI

Florence Dekker
M.Div.

Kingsville, Ontario, 
Canada

Stephen De Wit
D.Min.

Grand Rapids, MI

Abigail DeZeeuw
M.Div., GCDM 

(Dec. ‘17)
Falmouth, MI

James DeVries
M.Div.

Middleville, MI

Wesley Joseph
M.Div.

East Fishkill, NY

David Doerner
M.Div.

Grand Rapids, MI

Soo Kon Kim
M.Div.

Hackensack, NJ

Class verse:
“But for me it is good to be 
near God; I have made the 
Lord God my refuge, to tell 
of all your works.” 

Psalm 73:28 (NRSV)

Hillary Roethlisberger
M.Div.

Boise, ID

Haley Wiggers
M.A.

Sioux Falls, SD

Norman Yung
M.Div.

New York, NY

Steve Zeoli
M.Div.

Grand Rapids, MI
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ALUMNI DAY
CLASS of 1968
Don Veltman, Walter Pickup, Vern Sterk

NOT PICTURED:  Ken Bergner, Ron DeBoer, 
Richard Detrich, Totahill George, Forrest Harms, 
Ralph Kickert, David Maris, Ken Reynen, 
Leonard Reynolds, Larry Schut, Marinus 
Spierenburg, Ruth Stanley, Dennis VanderBeek, 
John VanderRoest, John Verhoog

ON TO GLORY:  Roger Mulder, Jon Schoon, 
James Stralow, Cornelius VanDeHoef, Bertus 
Vanderwoude, Jack White

CLASS of 1958
Tom Keizer, Sam Hofman, Irven Jungling, 
Gerry Vander Velde

NOT PICTURED:  Leonard DeBeer, Arthur 
DeHoogh, John DeJong, Gerald Heemstra, 
Kermit Hogenboom, Richard Huis, Charles 
Kamp, David Mack, Peter Mondeel, Robert 
Nykamp, Gerald Osland, Albert Studley, 
Howard VandeGuchte, Richard VanderVoet, Sid 
VanGelder, Jan VanOostveen, Gilbert Visser
ON TO GLORY:  Gary Aitken, Lloyd Arnoldink, 
Louis Benes, Don Cozadd, Paul DeVries, 
William Estell, Corstain Klein, Ed Korthals, John 
Moerman, Wayne Olson, Fenton Strickland, Don 
Teusink, Harris VerKaik, Leonard Weessies

1968 50 years

1958 60 years

May 7, 2018

JUNE 2018

News
During the past year, Arthur “Bud” Van Eck ’51 
gave lectures on “The Making of the New Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible,” “The Influence 
of the Dead Sea Scrolls on Biblical Translation,” 
and “The 500th Anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation.” As the retired project manager of 
the NRSV, with the help of WTS Professor Jim 
Brownson ‘80, Bud also provided feedback and 
critique to the NCCC/SBL Committee looking 
forward to a NRSV2.

At 91 years, Paul Meyerink ’55 is enjoying life at 
home in Grove City, OH living near his son. He and 
Dorothy are celebrating 68 years of happy married 
life and thank God for His goodness. Dorothy 
has published a history of RCA work among 
the Mayans in Chiapas, Mexico. Her second 
book, coming out later this year, is for children: 
The Littlest Camel and the Journey Star (also in 
Spanish), available on Amazon.

J. Samuel Hofman ’58 has published From 
Jerusalem to You, a book on the amazing spread  
of Christianity.

Richard VanderVoet ’58 and his wife, Beverly, are 
living in a retirement community in Mount Vernon, 
WA. Although a heart attack slowed him down, 
presenting him with physical challenges, Dick 
reports that “thankfully, I am of reasonably sound 
body and mind.” He and Beverly are excited that 
their grandson Jake and his wife are expecting 
twins. “Soli Deo gloria!”

After his wife, Myra, passed away in 2016, Norman 
Ratering ’61 moved to an apartment in Altoona, WI in 
July of last year.

After serving Reformed churches in Michigan, Nebraska, 
and New York for 40 years and retiring in 2001, Gordon 
Damsteegt ’62 was invited to serve in the United 
Methodist Church. In the last 15 years, three different 
bishops appointed him to fill three Methodist churches 
in western New York.

Gerald Bates ’64 (ThM) was a Free Methodist bishop 
from 1985-1999. He also served as a missionary to 
Burundi, the rector of Hope Africa University, and the 
president of Spring Arbor University. He resides in 
Indianapolis.

The newest book by Paul Swets ’67 was published in 
April. For information on The Coming Glory: Hope Now 
for Life After Death, go to www.findinghappiness.info. 

The book is highly recommended by WTS 
professors Suzanne McDonald and Todd Billings.

On April 18, the alumni H-Club at Hope College 
presented its Hope for Humanity Award to 
Vern Sterk ‘68 during the HOPEYs ceremony at 
DeVos Fieldhouse. A former cross country and 
track & field runner for the Flying Dutchmen, 
Vern is a retired RCA missionary who served in 
Chiapas, Mexico, for 41 years with his wife, Carla. 
He also taught at Western for 12 years before 
retirement. A road bike accident last September 
left Vern paralyzed from the chest down, and 
he asks the WTS family to join him in prayer for 
healing.

Don Poest ‘78 has had the “unique and rich 
privilege” of serving as Interim General Secretary 
for the RCA this past year.
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Wesley Granberg-Michaelson ‘84 
announces his sixth book, Future 
Faith: Ten Challenges Reshaping 
Christianity in the 21st Century. On 
March 26 he presented the themes of 
the book to the WTS community. See 
fortresspress.com/futurefaith

Rick Christy ‘92 was installed as senior 
pastor of Doster Community Reformed 
Church in Plainwell, MI on April 15. 
Rick plays guitar and sings in a band 
called “Dry Bones Walking.” They play 
Old Time and Classic Rock songs with 
the lyrics changed to reflect biblical 
themes ala “Apologetix.” Find them 
on YouTube by searching “dry bones 
walking demo.”

Barb Boss ’05 has retired as pastor 
of Family of God Community Church 
in Newaygo, MI. She and Rick look 
forward to spending more time with  
the ten “grands” with whom God has 
blessed them.

On June 3, Rodney Veldhuizen ’05 
(DMin) retired as a minister to pursue 
a new opportunity as director of New 
Trails Ministry, Inc. in Custer, SD. The 
ministry provides care and support 
to active clergy in a wilderness 
environment. This was prompted in 
part by Rodney’s D.Min. research into 
healthy pastors and healthy churches. 
See newtrailsministries.org

Changhua Lin ‘06 (ThM) has earned 
her PhD from Vrije Universiteit, 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

Union Presbyterian Seminary has 
appointed James E. Taneti ’06 (ThM) 
as assistant professor of World 
Christianity at their Richmond, VA 
campus, starting July 1. He will direct 
the Syngman Rhee Global Mission 
Center for Christian Education, where 
he will teach and advise in master’s 
level programs, develop and admin-
ister programming, and strengthen 
the seminary’s global relationships 
in Ghana, South Korea, China, India, 
Central America, and Egypt.

Bob Yoder ‘07 (DMin) is now working 
in Advancement at Anabaptist 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary in 
Elkhart, IN. He previously served 
at Goshen College for 14 years as 
assistant professor of youth ministry 
and as the campus pastor.

On January 1, Robert Abel ’09 
began working as Director of Global 
Staff Care with Remember Nhu, 
an organization that works to end 

child sex slavery around the world 
through prevention efforts. Bob and 
his wife, Amy, serve Remember Nhu 
through RCA Global Missions.

In March, Michael Weaver ’09 was 
hired full-time as a hospice chaplain 
for Hospice of Michigan, serving 
much of Ottawa and Muskegon 
counties.

Jose Antonio Macias ’10 (MDiv) ’11 
(ThM) earned his Doctor of Ministry 
degree from Fuller Theological 
Seminary in June 2018. He currently 
serves as the associate pastor at 
Calvary Lutheran Church in Golden 
Valley, MN.

Andy Kadzban ’12 and Samantha 
Kadzban ’14 celebrated the birth 
of twins Owen Aloise and Hannah 
Alder on June 22, 2017. Andy is the 
pastor and Samantha is the worship 
leader at Wyckoff Reformed Church 
in Wyckoff, NJ.

In 2017 Jim Keat ‘13 began a 
new job as the Associate Minister 
of Digital Strategy & Online 
Engagement at The Riverside 
Church in NYC. As part of his role 
he has launched a podcast called 
“Be Still and Go: Meditations for the 
Movement.” It features devotional 
reflections from the Riverside clergy 
and guests like Brian McLaren, Kate 
Bowler, Shane Claiborne, and many 
more. Perhaps “most newsworthy!” 
he and Chelsea have two cats 
named Whitman and Wendell.

Mark Waterstone ’14 and his wife, 
Samantha, welcomed the birth of 
their first child, Simon Edward, on 
September 20, 2017. Mark is the 
pastor of First Reformed Church in 
Sanborn, IA.

Mark Mares ’17 and Jenna Mares 
’17 are living in New York, where 
Mark is a pastoral fellow with the 
Regional Synod of Albany, serving 
four churches in the Mohawk 
Valley. Jenna works as an opioid 
prevention educator for Catholic 
Charities.

AlumLine

1968 50 years

1958 60 years
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On to glory...
Harvey Hoekstra ‘47
b. 11/20/1920 Maple Lake, MN
d. 2/10/2018 Escondido, CA
Hope ’44; WTS ‘47; FullerTS ‘78 (D.Miss.)
(1948-62) missionary, Sudan, Africa
(1963-77) missionary, Ethiopia
(1977-89) Portable Rec. Min., Holland, MI
(1989-1996) Audio Scriptures, Intl 
       (now Talking Bibles, Intl)
WTS Distinguished Alum 1998

N. James Bos ‘49
b. 4/26/1925 Muskegon, MI
d. 4/22/2018 Grand Rapids, MI
Hope ’46; WTS ‘49
(1949-56 & 1979-87) Three Oaks, MI
(1956-59) Paradise Comm., Modesto, CA
(1959-63) First, Hospers, IA
(1963-74) Rehoboth, Lucas, MI
(1974-79) Ebenezer, Morrison, IL
(1987-97) min. visit., Unity, Muskegon, MI
(1997-2008) Word of Hope, Fruitport, MI

Edwin Mulder ‘54
b. 3/25/1929 Raymond, MN
d. 5/1/2018 Holland, MI
Central ‘51, ‘79 (DD); WTS ‘54
(1954-57) English Neighborhood, 
     Ridgefield Park, NJ
(1957-63) Christ Memorial, Holland, MI 
(1964-68) Min. Evangelism, Board of North 
     American Mission, RCA
(1968-70) Marble Collegiate Church, NYC 
(1970-79) Second, Hackensack, NJ 
(1979-83) Christ Memorial, Holland, MI
(1983-94) General Secretary, RCA
(1995-2007) various roles, nonconcurrent
     Marble Collegiate Church, NYC 

Paul Alderink ‘55
b. 11/5/1926 Holland, MI
d. 12/9/2017 Holland, MI
Hope ’50, WTS ‘55
(1955-60) Jamestown, MI
(1960-63) First, Sioux Falls, SD
(1963-71) Annville, KY
(1972-75) dir., Annville Institute
(1975-86) First, Platte, SD
(1986-90) Jackson Co. Min., Annville, KY

Harold Cupery ‘55
b. 7/8/1930 Randolph, WI
d. 1/19/2018 Kalamazoo, MI
Hope ’52, WTS ‘55
(1955-57) First, Eddyville, IA
(1958-64) East Side Comm., Sioux Falls, SD
(1964-99) Bethel, Kalamazoo, MI
(2003-10) vis. pas., Prairie CRC, Portage, MI

Robert Otto ‘56
b. 5/20/1930 Chicago, IL
d. 4/3/2018 Fort Wayne, IN
WheatonC ’53, WTS ‘56
(1956-60) Hopkins, MI
(1960-66) Westwood Heights, Omaha, NE
(1966-68) Ada, MI

(1968-72) Christ Comm., Phoenix, AZ
(1972-76) Miraloma, San Francisco, CA
(1976-86) Bethany, Lynwood, IL
(1986-95) Alto, WI

Harris John Verkaik ‘58
b. 10/10/1933 South Holland, IL
d. 4/5/2018 Hudsonville, MI
Hope ’55, WTS ’58, FullerTS ’83 (DMin)
(1958-61) Oakview, Grand Rapids, MI 
(1961-67) Mt. Greenwood, Chicago, IL
(1967-74) First, Sheldon, IA
(1974-87) Zion, Grandville, MI
(1987-90) Calvary, South Holland, IL
(1990-97) Fellowship, Hudsonville, MI

Paul Benes ‘62
b. 4/15/1937 Grand Rapids, MI
d. 1/30/2018 Kingston, NY
Hope ’59; WTS ‘62
(1962-68) Wanaque, NJ
(1968-78) Lisha’s Kill, Schenectady, NY
(1978-98) Old Dutch Church, Kingston, NY
Retired in ‘98, then served in:
First Ref. and First CRC, DeMotte, IN
Walden Ref., Walden, NY
Marbletown, Stone Ridge, NY

H. Paul Colenbrander ‘66
b. 3/25/1924 Rock Valley, IA
d. 12/18/2018 Holland, MI
Westmar Col ’48; Colorado State U ’53 
(MA); WTS ‘66
(1966-77) pas., Maplewood, Holland, MI
(1978-79) rep., World Home Bible League

Lew Scudder ‘66
b. 4/12/1941 Kuwait, Arabian Golf
d. 11/1/2017 Republic of Cyprus
Hope ’63; WTS ’66; AmericanU Beirut ’72 
     (MA); Inst. of Islamic Stud., McGill U ‘77
(1966-73) missionary, Middle East
(1973-76) missionary, Beirut
(1976-80) missionary, Kuwait
(1986-90) Union Ch. of Istanbul, Turkey
(1994-2008) Middle East Council of 
     Churches, Cyprus
Mission consultant/educator for the RCA

MarMae Burch ’86 (MRE)
b. 7/20/1928 Aurora, IL
d. 12/13/2017 Wyoming, MI
Served the Presbyterian church for 50+ 
years, including Commissioner at General 
Assembly, Church Educator, and Stated 
Clerk of Lake Michigan Presbytery

Harry Boonstra ‘88 
b. 12/23/1935 Kommerzijl, Groningen, 
     The Netherlands
d. 10/23/2017 Grand Rapids, MI
Calvin College ‘60; LoyolaU ‘73 (PhD); 
     WTS ’86 (MRE) ’88 (MDiv)
(1964-71) library dir., Trinity College
(1973-75) Wycliffe Bible Translators, Peru
(1975-77) professor, Covenant College
(1977-90) library dir., Hope College
(1990-2000) theo. librarian, Calvin College

We just learned of these deaths:

Harold Dykstra ‘52
d. 12/14/2016 Chandler, AZ

Earl L. Smith ‘81
d. 3/11/2017 DePere, WI

R. Todd Wise ‘86
d. 12/31/2017 Oklahoma City, OK



In a recent book, Kevin VanHoozer 
describes theologians who do their 
theologizing with the world looking 
over their shoulders. They commend, 
argue, urge, offer up, and call out 
to real people living 9-to-5 lives 
in the crucible of the real world. 
The stakes are high because the 
consequences are eternal. These 
theologians do not have the luxury 
of endlessly deferring arguments, 
because for them, the hour has 
come and the time is now. Like the 
Apostle Paul urging young Timothy 
to “come before winter,” there is 
an urgency about these theologians 
that you rarely see in others. 

David Bast is that type of 
theologian. Through his countless 
journeys to the hard places of the 
world where most Western evangelists 
rarely go, Dave has been present:  
Uganda, Armenia, Indonesia, Bhutan 
and so many more. Dave has preached 

the good news of Jesus in season and 
out of season and in multiple places 
around the world. For this we honor 
him as our Distinguished Alumnus of 
2018.    

Dave Bast, a 1973 graduate 
of Hope College, studied at Fuller 
Theological Seminary and Calvin 
Theological Seminary in addition to 
Western. After earning his M.Div. in 
1976, he served as a pastor in three 

congregations:  Hamilton Reformed 
Church, Hamilton, MI; First Reformed 
Church in South Holland, IL; and Fifth 
Reformed Church in Grand Rapids. In 
each congregation Dave distinguished 

himself as a 
thoughtful 
and articulate 
preacher and 
a diligent and 
caring pastor.

Dave and 
his wife, Betty 
Jo, live in 
Grand Rapids, 
MI. They are 
the parents of 
four children:  
Andrew 
(married to 
Katie) who is 

director of development at WTS, Peter 
(married to Sarah), Jane (married to 
Lars Olson), and Anne (married to Paul 
Davis). Dave and Betty Jo have seven 
grandchildren.

In 1994 Dave joined Words of 
Hope, where he served as president and 
broadcast minister for 23 years. Words 
of Hope is a ministry affiliated with the 
Reformed Church in America that helps 
Christians use media to build the church 

in many difficult-
to-reach places. 
Words of Hope has 
ministry partnerships 
that produce 
programs in over 50 
languages, primarily 
in the Middle East, 
Africa, and Asia. 
In his retirement, 
Dave continues to 
co-host a weekly 
half-hour audio 
program called 

“Groundwork” that digs deeply into 
Scripture as a foundation for our lives. It 
is aired on 170 radio stations in the U.S. 
and Canada.

Another distinctive outreach 
dimension of Words of Hope is their 
teaching conferences in the Muslim world 
to strengthen and encourage Christian 
church leaders in Muslim-majority 
nations. Dave has logged well over a 
million miles traveling all over the world 
for the sole purpose of equipping local 
leaders to do their work where they live 
and in their own language. 

I have joined Dave on several of these 
trips as a kind of “back up teacher” to 
lighten the load. They have been some of 
the most meaningful teaching moments 
of my career. I remember vividly sitting 
on the top floor of the Carlton Hotel in 
downtown Istanbul crowded around a 

2018 Distinguished Alumnus
The Rev. David M. Bast ‘76

JUNE 20188

Dave broadcasts “Groundwork” for Words of Hope with Scott Hoezee.

David Bast ‘76

Dave with Dr. Kurt Selles, Executive Director of the CRC’s Back to God 
Ministries Int’l, meeting with radio listeners in Jharkhand, India
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conference table with 20 Christian converts from Iran, 
people who were previously Shia Muslims. They had 
come to Turkey for 4-5 days of biblical expositions by 
Dave and teaching on Christian practices by me. 

Tim & Nancy Brown and Dave & Betty Jo Bast with the Mityana Diocese in Uganda, where WTS alum Stephen Kaziimba ‘03, ‘07, is the Bishop

On one of our trips Dave did a series of expositions from 
Romans 5-8 that were the finest I have ever heard. I was 
stunned, transfixed really, as Dave went verse by verse through 
these remarkable chapters from the book that we love. My 
right hand flew across my note book growing weary from 
writing. In that moment I so deeply wished all my students 
could hear what I was hearing. 

In his classic work, The Pilgrim’s Progress, the venerable 
17th Century Puritan preacher, John Bunyan, describes his ideal 
preacher and pastoral leader. He could have had Dave in mind 
when he said, “He had eyes lifted up to Heaven, the best of 
books in (his) hand, the law of truth was written upon (his) lips, 
the world was behind (his) back; (he) stood as if (he) pleaded 
with (all), and a crown of gold did hang over (his) head.” 
Dave has committed his life to embodying that portrait, and 
Western Theological Seminary blesses the Lord for the life and 
witness of the Rev. David Bast, proudly naming him our 2018 
Distinguished Alumnus.

—The Rev. Timothy Brown ‘76

Dave blesses an Iranian couple after 
their marriage ceremony.

The Basts with some Persian friends in Armenia

Dave with Jon Sherrill ‘99 and Jan Fields in Istanbul 
for an Iranian discipleship conference

Ugandan children
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News from WTS

On May 1, Johnny Vega began his role as Student Support 
Coordinator for Hispanic Ministry Programs. Johnny has 
worked with students and their families in the Holland 
Public School system for more than ten years. He has worn 
many hats, from Community Connections Student Advisor 
to Homeless Student Liaison, and more recently Academic 

Behavior Interventionist and Student Support Coach. His experiences will 
enable him to develop retention strategies, understand student assessment, 
discern program development, and communicate the educational concepts 
of the Hispanic Ministry Programs. Johnny is an alumnus of Hope College, 
where his wife works and son attends. The Vegas live in Holland and are 
active members at the Holland First Assembly of God. 

Later this month, five WTS students will travel to Dallas, TX to attend 
the 29th annual Hispanic Summer Program hosted by Perkins School of 
Theology. They will join 50+ students from around the country to take 
theological courses taught by Hispanic scholars who are leaders in their 
fields. In addition to gathering Latina/o faculty and students, the two-

week program provides an opportunity for non-Hispanic 
students who are committed to serve the Hispanic church to 
engage in theological education offered from the Latina/o 
perspective and context.
     Accompanying them will be Assistant Professor of Hebrew 
and Old Testament Travis West. He will attend the Through 
Hispanic Eyes program, a workshop specifically for non-

Hispanic seminary presidents, deans, faculty, and staff. Participants engage 
in conversation and critical analysis of how their institutions can become 
more welcoming to Latino students and what the opportunities and 
obstacles are that their institutions face.

On April 5-6, Assistant Professor of Church History and 
Theology Han-luen Kantzer Komline spoke about 
“Marilynne Robinson and Augustinian Thought” at 
the 2018 Wheaton Theology Conference. She joined 
a prestigious lineup of speakers including Pulitzer 
Prize-winning novelist Marilynne Robinson, former 

Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams, noted theologian Timothy 
George, and popular author Lauren Winner. Rowan Williams paused 
three times in his own lecture to refer to Dr. Kantzer Komline’s speech, 
at one point saying: “I’m tempted to say just ignore my remarks and 
think back on what we heard this morning, which was so beautiful 
and beautifully said.” Dr. Kantzer Komline’s text will be included in 
the forthcoming book, Balm in Gilead: A Theological Dialogue with 
Marilynne Robinson, to be published by InterVarsity Press.

The WTS faculty has approved a Graduate Certificate in 
Pastoral Ministry (GCPM) with an emphasis in church planting 
and multiplication. This new program also addresses the core 
competencies necessary for ordination as a Commissioned Pastor 
in the Reformed Church in America. The certificate began in 
cooperation with the five Harbor Churches in the West Michigan area 
(harborchurches.org) who were interested in collaborating around a 
certificate that would both satisfy commissioned pastor competencies 
and provide a pathway for training in church planting. The GCPM 
begins in the fall of 2018 and is open for applications. More 
information can be found at westernsem.edu/gcpm

Professor of Practical Theology Ben Conner is 
releasing his third book:  Disabling Mission, Enabling 
Witness: Exploring Missiology 
Through the Lens of Disability 
Studies (IVP Academic). Imagine 
a church that fully incorporates 

persons with disabilities into its mission and 
witness. In this vision, people with disabilities 
contribute to the church’s witness, and the 
congregation embodies a robust hermeneutic 
of the gospel. Dr. Conner wants to stimulate 
a new conversation between disability studies 
and Christian theology and missiology. Pre-
order the book for its release in July.

Sarah Barton and Carlos Thompson will join the 
WTS community for the next two academic years 
as Nouwen Fellows. The Nouwen Fellows Program 
is designed to encourage scholars whose research 
focuses on an aspect of disability studies to join the 
seminary’s faculty on a short-term basis. In addition 
to teaching classes, the scholars will work with Dr. Ben 
Conner and other faculty in the Graduate Certificate 
in Disability and Ministry program. Sarah is a Doctor 
of Theology candidate at Duke Divinity School, and 
Carlos is completing his third year as a Doctor of 
Divinity candidate at the University of Aberdeen in 

Scotland. Carlos will also serve as the Friendship House Director 
during his time at WTS. 

Steve Spoelhof
WTS Trustee starting in fall

Carol Van Andel
Co-chair, WTS Trustee

Kris DePree
Co-chair, WTS Trustee

Dr. Han-luen Kantzer Komline
WTS Faculty

Rev. Eddy Alemán ‘04
RCA General Secretary-Elect, WTS Trustee

Rev. Joe Graham ‘14
Local pastor, Alumni Advisory Board

Dr. Ben Conner
WTS Faculty

Mary Bauman (not pictured)
Former WTS Trustee

Rev. Gail Ebersole (not pictured)
WTS Trustee

Phil Miller (not pictured)

WTS Trustee

Rev. Cora Taitt (not pictured)
WTS Trustee

Presidential Search Committee
A search team began meeting in April to find the next president to lead 
Western Theological Seminary after Dr. Timothy Brown retires from the 
presidency on June 30, 2019. From left to right, members include:
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After 19 years on the faculty of Western Theological 
Seminary, Professor of New Testament Robert Van Voorst is 
retiring on June 30, the end of this academic year.

Dr. Van Voorst has had a unique impact as a professor, 
because in addition to teaching an average of 50-75 students at 
Western each year, he teaches thousands of other students in 
the U.S. and Canada in more than 200 colleges, universities and 
seminaries through his seven textbooks in New Testament, the 
history of Christianity, Greek language, and world religions.

“To research an academic field and contribute to it in a 
creative way—that’s an important thing for seminary professors, 
for their students, and for the church,” Dr. Van Voorst says.  
“And it’s a lot of work!” Much of his writing has been done in 
the summers, on days he didn’t teach, and on sabbaticals.

When contrasting teaching with writing, he notes that 
there is an emotional high to walk out of a class with lots of 
interaction and think, “That session clicked with the students!” 
Writing, on the other hand, is a rather lonely thing. “You write 
by yourself, send it off for anonymous peer review, and after it 
gets published, sometimes you 
know who uses it, but often 
you don’t.“ A happy point of 
feedback is when new seminary 
students who used one of 
his books in college tell him 
about their experience, usually 
beginning with, “Are you the Van 
Voorst who wrote that book?” 
His books are regularly used at 
Northwestern, Central, and Calvin 
Colleges, important “feeder 
schools” for WTS.  

Bob has also written books 
for use by pastors and lay people 
and two research monographs for 
scholars of the New Testament 
and ancient church history. His 
most recent book is Commonly 
Misunderstood Verses of the 
Bible: What They Really Mean.

Bob felt a calling to the 
ministry at a young age, so his 
high school and college studies 
were aimed in that direction. 
He majored in religion at Hope 
College, and in his M.Div. studies 
at Western he specialized in New 

The Rev. Dr. Robert 
Van Voorst Retires
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Robert E. Van Voorst
Professor, Writer

b. Holland, MI, 1952
A.B. Hope College, ’74; M.Div. WTS, ’77; STM, UnionTS, ‘79; 
     Ph.D. UnionTS, ’88
Married Mary Bos in Lucas, MI, 1974
Children:  Richard (Bonnie) and Nicholas (Jessica), 4 grandkids

(1977-89) Pastor, Rochester Reformed Church, Accord, NY 
(1989-99) Professor of Religion, Lycoming College, 
Williamsport, PA
(1997) Visiting Professor, Oxford University
(1999-2018) Professor of New Testament, Western 
     Theological Seminary
(2014) Distinguished Overseas Visiting Scholar, Zhejiang
     University, Hangzhou, China

Books:
The Ascents of James: History and Theology of a Jewish-
     Christian Community (1989)
Building Your New Testament Greek Vocabulary 
     (1990, 1999, 2001)
Anthology of World Scriptures (1993-2016, 9 editions)
The Death of Jesus in Early Christianity (1995)
Readings in Christianity (1996, 2000, 2013)
Anthology of Asian Scriptures (1999)
Jesus Outside the New Testament (2000, Italian ed. 2004)
Reading the New Testament Today (2004, Chinese ed. 2011)
Anthology of World Scriptures: Eastern Religions (2006)
Anthology of World Scriptures: Western Religions (2006)
The Pastor’s Bible Study (2006)
RELG: World (2012-19, 4 editions)
Commonly Misunderstood Verses of the Bible: 
     What They Really Mean (2017)

At a Glance

Testament. Before his teaching career, he was an RCA pastor 
for 12 years in New York, and for eight of those years he 
studied for a Ph.D. in New Testament at Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City. He thoroughly enjoyed pastoral 
life, and the experience later helped him prepare students 
for ministry in a realistic way. 

After his pastoral experience, he taught for 10 years at 
Lycoming College in Williamsport, PA where he helped to 
educate many United Methodist pre-ministerial students. At 
Lycoming he began to research and publish in the field of 
world religions because he was assigned to teach it regularly. 

He also served as a supply 
pastor in several PC(USA) 
churches. The passion driving 
his work all these years has 
been for ministers to know 
the Bible well and use it 
responsibly in ministry.

In his retirement, Bob 
hopes to do more pastoral 
work in churches, to keep 
revising his textbooks (most 
of which are on a 2-5 year 
revision cycle) and write new 
books that could be helpful 
to the church. His immediate 
task is serving as the guest 
editor of a special issue of the 
international journal Religions 
on the topic of current 
methods in New Testament 
study. 

He expects to keep in 
contact with many of his 
former WTS students. Most 
importantly, he and his wife, 
Mary, hope to spend much 
more time with their children 
and grandchildren.



descension, spirituality but not sanctimony, and most 

of all self-empowerment but not neglect. The people at 

the Friendship House believe strongly in finding a place 

in society for the Friends not because it’s the right thing 

to do, nor because it’s charitable, but because society 

is made better with as much diversity and difference as 

possible. The Friendship House has shown me that a 

simple life can also be a beautiful life.”

To God be the glory for this wonderful opportunity!  

We look forward to welcoming a new houseful of 

Friends, as well as Carlos Thompson, our new director, 

for the next season of Friendship House.
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Friends, do you see the look of 

satisfaction and joy on my face on this 

picture? It was taken as Academic Dean 

Alvin Padilla and I watched the last of 

the Friendship House Friends return to 

their seats after receiving their diplomas 

graduation night.

What a privilege it has been to 

take part in this grand venture of the 

Friendship House over the last decade 

and watch the six Friends blossom and 

become such a part of our seminary. I 

feel that they have given us so much more than we have given them! 

And yet, a sibling of one of the Friends described it this way: ”My 

brother was given guidance, but not directives, companionship but not con-

A Note from
PRESIDENT TIMOTHY BROWN
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