
 

WTS 2018-2019 Elective Courses 
 

BIBLICAL FIELD 
 
BL510-DL The Old Testament in the New 
N. Johnson 
Many Christians feel out of their depth 
in the Old Testament. Yet, the New 
Testament is largely unintelligible out-
side of knowing the narratives, poems, 
apocalypses, wisdom sayings, and laws 
of the OT. This course bridges the 
canonical gap by exploring OT as it is 
used in the NT. By canvassing how Paul, 
James, the Evangelists, and ultimately 
Jesus imaginatively use the Old Testa-
ment, we will discover fresh and faithful 
ways in which the Spirit is speaking to 
the Church through Scripture.  3 cr 
 
BL521-DL  Ruth and Esther 
Bechtel 
This course offers a literary and 
theological exposition of Ruth and 
Esther—two small books that offer large 
insights for today. Emphasis is on 
becoming more careful and responsible 
readers of Scripture., This course offers 
examples of how to engage an Old 
Testament book via in-depth exegesis, 
using a variety of critical tools.  3 cr 
 
BL531 New Testament Theology: 
Issues and Themes 
Beetham 
The course first introduces the student 
to the history, issues, and most signifi-
cant practitioners and methodological 
models of the discipline of New Testa-
ment Theology. It then explores the 
theological presuppositions of the New 
Testament authors before introducing 
the student to a method of doing New 
Testament Theology that understands 
Christian Scripture as an epic story that 
runs from creation to new creation.  3 cr 
 
BL540-DL  The Corinthian 
Correspondence  
Brownson 
An exploration of Paul’s First and 
Second letters to the Corinthians, with 
particular attention to the interaction 
between pastoral engagement and 
theological reflection. Prereq: BL100, 
BL101A&B, BL102 or equiv..  3 cr 
 

BL614 Hebrew Reading/Performance  
Boogaart 
Using memorization and movement as 
the primary tools of exegesis, students 
engage with one Old Testament narra-
tive deeply for 14 weeks. This course 
builds on BL110 and BL111, deepening 
students’ engagement with the oral na-
ture of the Hebrew Bible. Pass/fail. 1.5 cr 
 
BL616 Christianity and Literature 
Bechtel 
A study of the biblical and theological 
motifs in selected literature by both 
classical and contemporary authors. 
Emphasis is on the use/study of such 
works in ministry settings, as well as 
their relevance for those involved in 
leadership roles in the church.  3 cr 
 
BL618 Advanced Hebrew 
West, Bush 
Advanced interactive learning in the 
language and theology of the Old 
Testament. Students develop a deeper 
understanding of grammar, syntax, 
translation and interpretation through 
hearing, speaking, and reading Hebrew, 
as well as memorization and enactment 
of scripture. This course is held off-site 
as a 10 ½ day overnight retreat experi-
ence. Pre-work includes grammar re-
view, translation and creative exegetical 
project. Post-work involves a dramatic 
analysis paper. Prereq: BL110 & BL111   
3 cr, DL & IR 
 
 

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY FIELD 
 
MN116-DL Introduction to Disability 
and the Church 
Conner 
Introduces different conceptions, 
definitions, and expressions of disability 
in the United States. Gives general over-
view of the history of disability in the 
U.S. and introduces students to innova-
tive practitioners who paved the way for 
today’s disability theology. Covers 
service systems and advocacy groups 
that support persons with disabilities.  
 

MN127-DL  Spiritual Formation from 
the Pulpit 
Alcántara  
Description TBA  3 cr 
 
MN550 Keeping and Talking the 
Word 
Brown 
A course designed to both consider and 
practice the centuries-long spiritual 
discipline of scripture interiorization and 
pre-critical exegesis. With specific 
consideration to the nature and history 
of the oral transmission of the scriptures 
and building on specific training in 
contemplative exegesis, each participant 
will prepare and perform selected por-
tions of the biblical witness and show 
sympathetic evidence of a capacity for 
pre-critical biblical interpretation.  3 cr 
 
MN556-DL  Psychology and Christian 
Spirituality 
DeGroat 
There is a strong tradition of psychologi-
cal wisdom with the contemplative 
Christian tradition. In fact, this tradition 
provides a kind of framework for self-
reflection, for healthy intimacy, and for 
genuine spirituality. Looking at 
resources from Augustine and Calvin, 
Evagrius and Theresa, we’ll see that con-
temporary ministry, pastoral care, and 
mission can all be aided by a rich and 
deep understanding of Christian 
spirituality.  3 cr 
 
MN569-DL  Christian Education and 
Dismantling Racism 
Castillo-Portugal 
This course analyzes institutionalized 
racism and proposes a series of frame-
works for engaging and dismantling 
racism and for supporting multicultural 
congregational learning. We will explore 
the dynamics of human responses to 
differences. We will focus on developing 
“humble curiosity,” deepening our 
willingness to move toward rather than 
away from differences, and managing 
anxiety in the face of the unknown or 
unfamiliar. Our work together has the 
potential for tremendous impact on 
individuals, congregations, and   



communities, enabling us as Christian 
leaders to empower the disenfranchised 
and create environments characterized 
by grace, love, solidarity, peace, and 
justice. 1.5 cr 
 
MN573 Practice of Youth Ministry 
Conner 
Students will be introduced to various 
models of youth ministry and will 
become familiar with the theological 
and social scientific resources that will 
aid them in evaluating and reforming 
the practice of congregational and para-
church ministry. Students will consider 
theories of development, articulate a 
theological foundation for youth 
ministry, and develop an appreciation 
for the potential impact of peer-to-peer 
ministry. They will also explore some of 
the challenges faced by youth ministers 
and consider how technology factors 
into discipling networked youth. 3 cr 
 
MN587 Living in Community: 
Friendship House  
Thompson 
In this course students will spend time 
critically reflecting upon what it means 
to live into community as an act of 
mutual discipleship. Students will 
engage questions such as:  What is 
discipleship? What is a Christian 
community? What is the difference 
between a Christian community and a 
social group? And, what does it mean to 
belong to, rather than simply be 
included in, a Christian community? 3 cr    
 
MN588 Summer Institute on Theology 
and Disability (Travel Seminar for GCDM) 
Conner 
The vision of the Summer Institute on 
Theology and Disability is to expand the 
depth and breadth of theological inquiry 
and resources that address and include 
the gifts, needs, and contributions of 
people with disabilities and their families 
to theological learning and religious 
practice. Attend this unique week-long 
gathering of theologians, academics, 
ministry leaders, people with disabilities, 
and others to explore the intersection of 
faith and disability. 2018 location is 
Raleigh, NC. Event has included faculty 
such as Stanley Hauerwas, Hans Reinders, 
John Swinton, Amos Yong, Candida Moss, 
and Erik Carter. 1.5 cr 
 

MN590-DL Deaf Theology and Ministry 
Hudspeth  
We will explore biblical narratives 
through Deaf perspectives to develop a 
Christian theology of ministry that is 
with, of, by and for the Deaf. Students 
will discern how to model a Deaf 
ministry that is focused not on the 
difference from being hearing, but upon 
being Deaf in the image of God. 1.5 cr 

MN592-DL Practicing the Presence of 
People  
DeGroat 
This course explores the unique vocation 
of practicing presence. Christians are 
called to the practice of God’s presence, 
but we in turn become that very 
presence to the other—the spouse and 
the stranger, persons with disabilities 
and the disenfranchised—whoever the 
“other” may be. In this course, we will 
explore the unique ministry of presence 
through Jean Vanier and L’Arche, 
communities of people with disabilities 
around the world. We will come to 
understand what “presence” means, how 
to identify obstacles to presence (in 
ourselves and in communities), and how 
to nurture a loving attentiveness to the 
other.  1.5 cr 

MN595-DL  Intellectual Disability and 
the Church  
Harshaw 
This course focuses on ministry in the 
context of what is commonly, but not ex-
clusively, termed ‘intellectual disability’—
although it is imperative that we 
acknowledge the broader, multi-faceted 
human experience of disability within 
which the experience associated with 
intellectual disability and the secular and 
theological scholarship that attaches to it 
to find expression. The course explores 
both the complexities of theological per-
ceptions and practices in relation to 
intellectual disability, and the ensuing 
challenges for persons with intellectual 
disabilities and those who live in close 
relationship with them, within the con-
temporary Church. Theological 
assumptions about the nature of faith, 
participation and ministry will be exam-
ined in light of the lived experience of 
intellectual disability and of our under-
standing of God, His mission and engage-
ment with human beings, leading to 
potential transformation of practice.  3 cr 

MN596-DL Trauma and Disability  
Barton 
This course provides a biblical, theologi-
cal, and pastoral introduction to trauma 
and care of trauma survivors. We will 
particularly focus on contemporary 
intersections between the experiences of 
disability and trauma. Acknowledging 
the extensive experience of trauma 
across our society, we will also attend to 
practices of “trauma stewardship” in this 
course—navigating secondary traumati-
zation in our vocational callings as well 
as negotiating any of our own trauma 
backgrounds as we are formed as pas-
tors, teachers, and caregivers. 1.5 cr 

MN620 Generous Leadership  
Small 
Generous leadership develops the 
habits, skills, and confidence to cultivate 
financial and relational resources as a 
practice of Christ-shaped ministry.  3 cr 

 
THEOLOGY FIELD 
 
TH505 Creation Calling 
McDonald 
Creation is loved into being and 
sustained by the Triune God, who also 
has a glorious eschatological future for 
it. Human beings are called to keep it in 
ways that are consonant with God’s 
purposes, but instead, creation calls out 
in protest at having to bear the conse-
quences of our alienation from God. 
Through readings, film, guest speakers, 
and field trips, this course will help us to 
think with scriptural and theological wis-
dom about the doctrine of creation and 
‘creation care’ issues. It will also help us 
to discover ways to act well towards the 
rest of creation in our various ministry 
settings.  3 cr 
 
TH518 Eschatology:  Christian Hope 
and Last Things 
McDonald 
Eschatology (the study of the “last 
things”) concerns Christian hope for the 
future consummation of all of God’s 
promises and purposes and what this 
means for Christian living today. 
Drawing on biblical scholars and 
theologians past and present, as well as 
art, music, and literature, this course will 
explore scriptural-founded contours for   



thinking wisely about the “last things,” 
and help us to recognize the impact of 
our eschatological views on our 
discipleship now.  3 cr 
 
TH536-DL What Does It Mean to be 
Human? Help from the Early Church 
Kantzer-Komline 
In this course, we will explore early 
Christian conceptions of the human 
being, covering the topics of the nature 
of the soul, divisions of the human per-
son, willing and thinking, gender, the 
nature and role of the passions, and 
death.  We will focus on the fourth and 
fifth centuries and discuss how different 
models of ascetic life in this period in-
volve anthropological assumptions. 1.5 cr 
 
TH544 20th Century Theology:  Major 
Figures & Theological Currents  
Stubbs 
Close readings of some of the “classic” 
works of 20th century theology by theo-
logians such as Barth, Bonhoeffer, Cone, 
Gutiérrez, Lindbeck, Jones, deLubac, von 
Balthasar, Zizioulas and Hauerwas. We 
will highlight the place of these works in 
larger theological and cultural currents 
that shaped Christian thought in this 
tumultuous century. 3 cr 
 
TH558-DL A Prophet Denied: Theol-
ogy, Life and Work of W.E.B. DuBois  
Morales 
W.E.B. Du Bois was born during Recon-
struction and died on the eve of the 
March on Washington. He was a scholar 
and activist who accurately identified 
racism as “the problem of the 20th Cen-
tury” and became a foundational figure in 
fields such as sociology, criminology, and 
international relations. This course 
provides an overview of Du Bois’ life, his 
academic contributions, and his activism. 
It will focus on his spirituality, theology, 
and ecclesiology and will explore Du Bois’ 
continued relevance and implications for 
the contemporary church. 3 cr 
 
TH565-DL Disability & Theology in 
Christian Tradition  
Rhodes 
What is disability? How has disability 
been understood theologically in the 
Christian tradition? This course examines 
theologies of disability with the aim of 
helping students to comprehend and 
articulate their own working theology of 
disability. 3 cr 

TH593 God of the Gospel  
Billings 
Some of the most basic questions about 
God probe deeply into contemporary 
issues in the Christian life and ministry: 
Who is God? What are God’s attributes? 
How do we come to know God? Is the 
Triune God made known in Jesus Christ 
the same as the God known through 
creation and through the religious 
practices and cultures of non-Christians? 
This course explores how the biblical 
witness to God’s work in Israel and in 
Jesus Christ relates to these complex 
questions. Through the works of Herman 
Bavinck (1854-1921), Kwame Bediako 
(1945-2008) and Kate Sonderegger 
(1951-) we will explore how three 
theologians provide contrasting, yet 
overlapping, responses to these questions 
raised by the doctrine of God. Led by 
these three theologians that span three 
continents and three different cultures, 
we will explore how the God of the 
gospel in the Old and New Testaments 
relates to the most pressing questions 
about the identity of God in discipleship 
and witness today. 3 cr 
 
TH632 Introduction to the World's 
Religions 
Thompson 
An introduction to the beliefs and 
practices of the major religions of the 
world, with a study of their scriptural 
traditions. New religious movements 
such as Baha’i, The Unification Church, 
and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints (“Mormons”) are also treated, 
paying special attention to their 
relationship to Christianity. The Christian 
theological response to other religions is 
also considered. 
 
 

 

 

 

-DL = Distance Learning course 

Learn more about the elective courses 
and the faculty teaching them at 
Western Theological Seminary's Online 
Electives Catalog located in CANVAS: 

https://westernsem.instructure.com/
courses/2306780 
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