135th Commencement
“We pastors have the best job in the world!”
Dr. Hulst exclaimed. “We have a front row seat to
see what God is up to in the vast expanse of His
imagination. We get to see people get sober, marriages restored, children baptized and reared up in
the faith. We get to be in the thick of worship. We
get to hear people’s testimonies and then baptize
them. We get to pray with people, marry them,
and bury them. It’s the best job there is!”
Speaking to 40 graduates on Commencement
night, Rev. Dr. Mary Hulst of Calvin College encouraged them that when they have their doubts (and
they will!) to know that they are not alone. Jesus
said, “Remember I am with you always until the
end of the age.”
Dr. Hulst reminded the graduates that the reason they were sitting there is because Jesus’ followers went out and did exactly what He told them
to do—they made disciples.
“And the reason you will be able to do it is the
reason they were able to do it—the power of Jesus, the presence and authority of Jesus moving
through your life.”

Western Theological
Seminary celebrated its 135th
Commencement on Monday
evening, May 9, in the Dimnent
Memorial Chapel on the campus
of Hope College. The seminary
awarded 33 Master of Divinity
(M.Div.), four Master of Theology
(Th.M.), one Doctor of Ministry
(D.Min.), and two Graduate
Commencement Speaker
Certificates in Urban Pastoral
Rev. Dr. Mary Hulst, Calvin College
Ministry (GCUPM).
Chaplain and Assistant Professor of
President Tim Brown ended
Preaching
at Calvin Theological Seminary
the evening with Hebrews 12:1-3,
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And
let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set
before Him He endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider Him who
endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow
weary and lose heart.”

May 9
2011
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Class of 2011
Ralph Beidler
M.Div.
Zeeland, MI

Nancy Boote
M.Div.
Columbus, MO

Wayne Bowerman
M.Div.
Middleville, MI

Nathaniel Bull
M.Div.
Kalamazoo, MI

Charles Michael Burgess
Th.M.
Columbus, OH

Nicole Dipzinski
MSW-M.Div.
Colorado Springs, CO

Jeremy Dowsett
M.Div.
Lansing, MI

Jason Fulkerson
M.Div.
Chicago, IL

Curtis Gruel
M.Div.
Edmond, OK

Sarah Hoogendoorn
M.Div.
Sioux Falls, SD

Jennifer Legg
M.Div.
Holly Springs, NC

Kristen Livingston
M.Div.
Peoria, IL

Noah Livingston
M.Div.
Hillsdale, MI

José Macias
Th.M.
Holland, MI

Michael Manning
M.Div.
Lyons, IL

Mark VandenBosch
MSW-M.Div.
Muskegon, MI

Brett Vander Berg
M.Div.
Sioux Center, IA

Stephen VanderWoude
M.Div.
Jenison, MI

Richard Van Dop
M.Div.
Marne, MI

Mark Van Drunen
M.Div.
Grand Rapids, MI

M.Div. = Master of Divinity Th.M. = Master of Theology D.Min. = Doctor of Ministry
MSW-M.Div. = Dual Track Master of Social Work - Master of Divinity
GCUPM = Graduate Certificate of Urban Pastoral Ministry
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Norman Buursma, Jr.
M.Div.
Zeeland, MI

Edward Wayne Coleman
GCUPM
Muskegon, MI

Joshua Cooper
M.Div.
Zeeland, MI

Chad De Jager
M.Div.
Maurice, IA

Lindsey De Kruif
M.Div.
Chandler, MN

Michael Jackson
GCUPM
Muskegon Heights, MI

Jessica Kast-Keat
M.Div.
Grand Rapids, MI

Bradley Kautz
M.Div.
Rochester, MN

Kim Sung Ran
Th.M.
Seoul, Korea

Kim, Yo-Han
Th.M.
Andong, Korea

Sarah Palsma
M.Div.
North Syracuse, NY

Michael Parker
M.Div.
South Charleston, OH

Bethany Popkes
M.Div.
Sheldon, IA

Rev. Dan Smith
D.Min.
St. Joseph, MI

Ryan Sweet
M.Div.
Ripon, CA

Tammi VanDrunen
M.Div.
Greeley, CO

Nicholas Van Slett
M.Div.
Germantown, WI

Craig Vereeke
M.Div.
Zeeland, MI

Kay Vinci
M.Div.
Holland, MI

Dean Wierenga
M.Div.
Jenison, MI
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Alumni/ae Day

May 9, 2011

Marvin D. Hoff, Roger VanderKolk,
Howard Davis, Norman Ratering,
Wilfred Fiet
NOT PICTURED: Marvin Beukelman, Roger
Bruggink, Raymond DeDoes, Thomas Harris,
Truman Raak, John Rozendaal, Robert VanderAarde, Robert VanEarden, Daniel Van’tKerkhoff,
Erwin Voogd
ON TO GLORY: Robert Bast, Frank Shearer,
Robert Samuel VanderSchaaf, William VanMalsen

1961

50 years

1971

40 years

1986

25 years

David Vanderwel, Kenneth Zuithoff,
Albert VanderMeer, Kenneth Schmitt,
Gary VanKoevering
NOT PICTURED: William Bischoff III, Bernard Brower,
William DeBoer, Fred Doidge, William Fennema,
Phillip Frens, David Grissen, Robert Hekhuis, David
Hensley, John Houseward, Charlotte Huitink, Benjamin
Jansen, Jr., Harold Lay, Gerald Mahler, Abraham
Maja, Simon Nagel, Paul Reynen, James Schoon,
Hudson Soo, John Strik, Stephen Tamminga, Richard
VanderKlok, Wayne VanKampen, Dennis Wilcox,
Arthur Zeilstra
ON TO GLORY: Larry Brosseit, Sanford Morgan,
Hermina VanEyl

Front: John Jeffrey Tyler, Marilyn Norman,
John DeKam, Arvin Schoep, Lorene Geary.
Back: Taylor Holbrook, Randy Weener,
Arthur VanderMeulen, Harlan VanOrt,
Roger Nelson, Kevin Kleinheksel
NOT PICTURED: Yoji Abe, George Antonakos,
George Blumer, Dawn Boelkins, Harry Boonstra,
Mar Mae Burch, Philip Busman, Wesley Crocker,
Timothy Custer, Carl Czirr, Richard DeBruyne,
Colette DeNooyer, Roger Grandia, David Grooters,
Elizabeth Henderson, Susan Irish, Jeffrey Klein,
Joyce Kortman, Scott Lokers, Jabulani Sidney Ngobe
(DMin), Neal Ooms, James Pragasam, Richard
Rockwood, Allen Schut, Holly Schut, Joanne Seppala,
William Skeeters, Earl Slotman, Ellis Sowers, Jr.,
Joyce Stark, David Sterk, Dorothy VanHamersveld,
Leon White (DMin), R. Todd Wise
ON TO GLORY: Shirley Meendering, Joan Darla
Morris, Richard Shockey
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Send news to:
advancement@westernsem.edu

News
In December of 2010, Cornelius
Van Heest ’55 completed 55
years of ministry, which included
six pastorates, eight interim
ministries, and five senior adult
ministries.
Darrell Franken ’55 recently
published a book entitled, Bible
and Science as Christianology:
Linking Biblical Behaviors with the
Social Sciences.
Eugene R. DeHoogh ’57 is the
Parish Associate at First Presbyterian Church in Sioux Falls, SD
doing hospital calls and pastoral
calling on older adults.
Charles P. Johnson ’57 serves
part time as Pastor of Visitation at
First United Methodist Church in
Williamsport, PA. He also preaches
in area Presbyterian churches.
Robert Zap ‘57 has led a life of
service with a lot of variety. He
has led an RCA church in Williamson, NY, worked on the Mescalero
Indian Reservation, pastored the
Presbyterian Church and First
Christian Church of Andrews, TX,
and he has been the mayor there
since 2000. Along the way, he
and his wife had three children of
their own, reared numerous foster
children, and adopted four more.
Gordon Damsteegt ’62 is serving a United Methodist church in
Ellington, NY. Since 2002 he has
been appointed to United Methodist churches by Bishop Fisher
and more recently by Bishop
Matthews. Gordon retired in 2001
after serving RCA churches in
Michigan, Nebraska, and New
York for 39 years.
Stanley Hagemeyer ’65 is serving as Interim Minister of Congregational Development at Faith
Covenant Church in Manistee, MI.
He is developing a discipleship
system that engages both newcomers and long-term members.
Wendell Karsen ‘63 & ’67 (ThM)
and his wife Renske now live in
Penney Retirement Community in

NE Florida, a 200 acre, self-sustaining community started over 80
years ago by J.C. Penney to provide a place for retired ministers,
missionaries, and YMCA workers
to live. Today over 500 people live
there, including 18 RCA retirees.
These industrious folks gave over
100,000 hours of volunteer service
last year. Wendell helps to manufacture 3-wheeled hand-propelled
carts for people in third world
countries who have lost the use of
their legs. So far, more than 5000
have been built and sent to 86
different countries, all the result of
volunteer labor and donated parts.
Ralph Robrahn ’67 retired in
September 2008 from Second
Reformed of Kalamazoo, MI. He
began serving part time in June
2009 at Standale Reformed
of Grand Rapids as Pastor of
Preaching and Congregational
Care. Ralph serves there along
with Rev. Jessica Shults ’04
whom he baptized 30 years ago.
Jon Norton ’69 has been the
Executive Minister of the Regional Synod of New York, RCA
for 17 years. He was the pastor
of three Reformed churches during the previous 25 years.
After 41 years of ministry, Tom
Eggebeen ’69 & ’86 (DMin) retired
on March 1 and then promptly
turned around and began a
6-month stated supply at Calvary
Presbyterian Church, Hawthorne,
CA. He has been doing interim
work since April of 2006, first in
northern Michigan and then Los
Angeles, where he and his wife
now live. Donna stays busy as
well, volunteering at a local food
pantry. Their son is in the Peace
Corps, Swaziland, and their daughter and her fiancé live and work
in the movie industry in LA. Tom
writes that he has always been
grateful for his WTS education—a
B.D. in ’69 and later a D.Min, which
has continued to serve him well.
“We give thanks to the Lord!”
After 17 years at the helm of
GENEVA Camp & Retreat Center,
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Dave VanderWel ’71 retired in
May. During his tenure, the camp
increased camper attendance by
50%, added a second camp facility,
and replaced most of the original
buildings to update the 63 year old
facility. Not one to sit still long, Dave
is going to work for Hope College as
Interim Vice President for College
Advancement. Dave graduated
from Hope in ’67 and was Associate Dean for Student Development
there in the 70’s and 80’s.
Norm Swier ’77 retired from the
ministry in the Fall of 2009 after
serving 32 years. He writes that
his present involvement is as a
“planner, advocate, and activist
for the common good.” He and
his wife Melita are enjoying their
new church home, New Hope
Community Church in Shelby, MI.
Robert Van Voorst ‘77 became
a grandfather on May 13, 2011
with the healthy arrival of William
Jonathan and Robert James Van
Voorst, identical twin boys born to
Richard and Bonnie Van Voorst of
Tampa, Florida.
On May 2, Blaine Newhouse ’91
& ’06 (DMin) began work as the
new Executive Director of Camp
Geneva. GENEVA Camp & Retreat Center serves 3,400 youth in
its summer camp program (grades
1-12) and 13,000 guests in its yearround retreat facilities in Holland,
MI. For the past 16 years Blaine
has been the Pastor of Preaching
and Leadership at Calvary Reformed Church in Holland, MI.
Mike Hardeman ’03 and Elizabeth
Ann Brown Hardeman ’04 have
moved to Plano, TX to become copastors of The Reformed Church
of Plano.
Sharon Knibbe ’03 and her
husband David are happy to be
back in West Michigan. Sharon
did a residency in Clinical Pastoral Education at the Franciscan
Health System in Tacoma, WA
2008-2009. She now serves as a
hospital chaplain at Holland Community Hospital.

On May 21, Lawrence Karow ’08
received his Doctor of Ministry
degree from United Theological
Seminary in Dayton, OH.
Last year Brad Gray ’09 began
leading biblical study trips to Israel
and is now leading trips to Turkey.
(www.walkingthetext.com). At the
beginning of 2011 he became the
lead teaching pastor of Solomon’s
Porch Church in Jenison, MI. In
September he and Shallon are
expecting their third child.
Wesley Tillett ’09 and his wife Rita
are serving as Mission Co-Workers
with the PC(USA), living in the
Middle East (Zahle, Lebanon).
On March 6, Rachel Brownson ’10
was ordained and commissioned to
her work as a chaplain at Holland
Hospital. Ordination was held at
Hope Church in Holland.
Crystal and Tim Mejeur ‘10 announce
the birth of Max David on Feb. 1, 2011.
He joins sister Ellee Joy.

on to Glory...
Daniel O. Reeverts ‘42
b. Oregon, IL 3/12/1918
d. Safety Harbor, FL 6/7/2008
Central College ’39; WTS ‘42
Reformed Churches served:
(1942-45) First, Monroe, SD
(1949-57) Trinity, Sibley, IA
(1957-66) Bethel, Leota, MN
(1966-83) Trinity, Ridgewood, NY
Other service:
(1945-49) Dir of Lay Leadership
and Teacher, Pleasant Prairie
Academy, German Valley, IL
(1985-92) Stated Clerk, Classis
Philadelphia
Henry Poppen ‘44
b. George, IA 5/22/1919
d. Orange City, IA 5/7/2011
Central College ’41; WTS ‘44
Reformed Churches served:
(1944-50) Washington, Ackley, IA
(1950-56) Alto, Waupun, WI
(1956-60) Mt. Greenwood,
Chicago, IL
(1960-66) First, Rock Valley, IA

continued...

SUMMER INTERNSHIP
PLACEMENTS

meet our students!
Gary Dekoekkoek
Faith Reformed Church, Littleton, CO
Darrell Delaney
Camp Tall Turf, Grand Rapids, MI
Mike Edmondson
Chaplain, Camp Warwick (RCA),
Warwick, NY
Richard France-Coe
Brighton Reformed Church,
Rochester, NY
Nate Johnson
Trinity Reformed Church,
Grand Rapids, MI
Keith Lightner
First Reformed Church, Oak Harbor, WA
& Naval Chaplain School
Deborah McCreary
St. Thomas Reformed Church,
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands
Andrew Mead
Roosevelt Park CRC, Grand Rapids, MI
Sandra Nikkel
Third Reformed Church, Holland, MI
Matt Oosterhouse
First Reformed Church, Baldwin, WI
Aaron and Elsie Punt
Church of the Pacific, Kilauea, Hawaii
Steven Rodriguez
First Reformed Church/Embody Christ
Fellowship, Holland, MI
Joshua Scheid
Tulare Community Church, Tulare, CA
Steve Shaffer
First Reformed Church,
Orange City, IA
Brandon & Stephanie Smith
Theresa Presbyterian Church,
Theresa, NY
Jennifer Yeske
Queen’s Reformed Church,
Queens, NY

AlumLine

necrologist: Rev. Merwin (Mike) VanDoornik ‘60

continued from pg. 5
Henry Poppen ‘44, cont.
(1966-71) First, Denver, CO
(1971-77) First, Sibley, IA
(1977-81) First, Sheboygan Falls, WI
(1981-84) Bethany, Clara City, MN
(1985-87), int., Christ Com. Palm Springs, FL
(1987-88) First, Wilmar, MN
(1988-89) First, Orange City, IA
(1991) Commanche, Lawton, OK
Other service:
(1966-67) Pres., Part. Synod of the West
Charles “Chuck” Boonstra ‘45
b. Muskegon, MI 1/21/1918
d. Hood River, OR 4/3/2011
Hope College ‘43, WTS ’45
Reformed Churches served:
(1945-48) First, Three Oaks, MI
(1948-57) Trinity, Orange City, IA
(1957-68) First, Rochester, NY
(1968-72) Guilderland Center, NY
Other service to the church:
1973 - Dismissed to Presbyterian Church (USA)
Served churches in St. Petersburg, FL and
Huntsville, TN
Kenneth A. Dykstra ‘46
b. Castlewood, SD 5/10/1923
d. Des Moines, IA 2/24/2011
Central College ‘44; WTS ‘46
Reformed Churches served:
(1946-50) First, Clay Co, Everly, IA
(1950-58) Hollandale, MN
(1958-69) Calvary, Ripon, CA
(1969-80) Third, Pella, IA
(1980-88) American, Worthington, MN
(1988-95) First, Pella, IA
Other service to the church:
(1988-95) First CRC, Oskaloosa, IA
(1988-93) Pastor for the Classes of Pella &
Pleasant Prairie
(1967) Vice President, PSW
Thomas Groome, Jr. ‘50
b. Greensboro, NC 11/14/1921
d. Laurinburg, NC 1/13/2011
Houghton College ’47; WTS ’50;
George Washington Univ. ’65 (MS)
Reformed Churches served:
(1950-51) Lawyersville & Sharon, NY
Other service:
(1951-76) Chaplain, U.S. Air Force
(1976-80) Exec. Director, Opportunity Village
Assoc. for Retarded Citizens
(1980-83) Director of Chaplaincy Svcs, RCA
1983 - Dismissed to Presbyterian Church;
Served churches in Las Vegas and
North Carolina
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Charles Botkin ‘51
b. McWhorter, KY 8/24/1924
d. New Hyde Park, NY 8/17/2010
Moody Bible Inst ’42-43; Central ’48; WTS ’51;
PrincetonTS ‘57(ThM); Int’l Chr Univ Japan
’53-54; NYU ’62 (MA), Columbia ‘72 (EdM)
Reformed Churches served:
(1951-52) Central, Grand Rapids, MI
(1954-61) First, New Hyde Park, NY
(1961-86) Cambria Heights, Queens, NY
(1996-99) Forest Park (& Christ UCC),
Woodhaven, NY
Other service:
(1952-54) Chaplain, US Navy
(1954-75) US Navy Reserves
(1973-93) Counselor, Glen Cove High School
Glen Cove, Long Island, NY
Roger L. Johnson ‘53
b. Grand Rapids, MI 1/1/1926
d. Holland, MI 3/4/2011
Hope College ‘50; WTS ‘53
Reformed Churches served:
(1953-58) Knox and Second, Berne, NY
(1958-65) Bethel, Sterling, IL
(1965-71) Harlem, Holland, MI
(1971-83) First, Lafayette, IN
(1983-91) West Side, Cicero, IL
Elmer Vander Ploeg ‘59
b. Sioux Center, IA 7/9/1925
d. Lynden, WA 3/5/2011
Hope College ’56; WTS ‘59
Reformed Churches served:
(1959-64) Bethany, Belmond, IA
(1964-68) Grace, Corsica, SD
(1968-77) First, Lynden, WA
(1977-85) Wichert, St. Anne, IL
(1985-90) Silver Creek, MN
Sanford Morgan ‘71
b. Denver, CO 12/4/1931
d. Lake George, CO 2/17/2011
Moody Bible Inst. ’52; Univ of Michigan ’58
(BA) & ‘59 (MA), WTS ‘71
Churches served:
(1951-53) Raymond Baptist, Chicago, IL
(1953-55) First Baptist, Elizabeth, CO
(1959-62) Grace Bible, Ann Arbor, MI
(1971-78) Community, Hopkins, MI
(1978-94) Bethel, Harvey, IL
Other service:
(1962-64) Instructor, Trinity College
(1964-70) Director of Records, Western
Michigan University
John Barrick ‘96
b. 3/1/1945 d. 8/23/2010 WTS ‘96
(1996-?) Jerusalem Reformed Church,
Feura Bush, NY
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News from Western Theological Seminary

A Gift that Gives Back
by Ken Neevel

Vice President of Advancement and Communications

The man shook my hand firmly and said, “I wish I could
give more to Western, but I’m not sure how much I will
need to support myself in the coming years.”
I grinned, because you know what?
I didn’t find that discouraging at all.
Just the opposite. It’s the type of enthusiastic commitment to the mission of
Western that makes my job fun. I was
glad he wanted to give more, and I had
some ideas that would work well in his
retirement years.
I could offer one or two possibilities: a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) or
Ken Neevel
a modification to his estate plan.
A Charitable Gift Annuity is part
gift and part investment. It provides a guaranteed income
for the rest of a donor’s life and gives a tax deduction for
a portion of the donation. In this day of such low interest
rates, a 75 year old receiving 6.4%* interest on a CGA for
the rest of his life sounds like a wise investment! My friend
thought so too. Some of the annuity income is tax free.
Any remaining value of the annuity becomes a gift to the
seminary upon the donor’s death.
As for modifying an estate plan, this may be the simplest way to make a significant donation to the seminary,
because it requires only a short provision in your will or
trust. By including Western Theological Seminary in your
will or trust, you continue to support the ministry even after you are gone. You can specify an amount, a percentage
of your estate, or a specific asset such as a life insurance
policy, retirement account or piece of real estate. By the
way, if you have already included Western in your estate
plans but have not told us, please let us know so we may
say thank you and welcome you to the Zwemer Society.
Would you like to learn more about a Charitable Gift
Annuity or about including Western in your estate plans? I
invite you to contact Mike LeFebre, Associate Director of
Advancement at 1-800-392-8554 or visit our website at
westernsem.giftplans.org.
And thanks for continuing to make my job so enjoyable!

We welcome Sue Rozeboom as Assistant
Professor of Liturgical Theology, effective
July 1. Dr. Rozeboom has taught theology
and worship as an adjunct professor at Western since 2006. She graduated from Calvin
College, received an M.T.S. in Systematic
Theology from Calvin Theological Seminary,
and earned her Ph.D. in Theology/Liturgical
Studies from the University of Notre Dame.
This summer she is teaching “Models of the Lord’s Supper” to our
distance learning students. We look forward to her rich contributions to learning at Western Seminary.
Travis West has been promoted to Instructor of Biblical Language
effective July 1, 2011 - July 30, 2012. He has been teaching Hebrew as an adjunct professor for the last year and has developed
a textbook to correspond with the Hebrew curriculum. Travis also
teaches continuing education classes through Journey.
One of our goals for the seminary is to
increase student population in all degree
programs, and to accomplish this we are increasing our capacity in the admissions staff.
In late March, Jill English was promoted to Admissions Associate, with part
of her time now devoted to initiating and
nurturing relationships with prospective
students on key college campuses. Jill
has served as Administrative Assistant for Admissions since
2005, working diligently to improve administrative functions
and effectively engaging with prospective students during their
discernment process. Prior to WTS, Jill was the office administrator for a CRC church in Grand Haven, MI, and worked in
sales and marketing for two manufacturers.
On April 11 Christopher (C.J.) KingdomGrier joined the seminary staff as an
Associate Director of Admissions. C.J. has
experience in teaching and college administration, as well as many years as a pastor
of worship and fine arts. His engaging spirit
and capacity for multicultural relationships
will allow C.J. to make a unique and effective contribution to the admissions staff.
By invitation of the Association of Theological Schools (ATS),
Western Theological Seminary participated in a colloquy on
“Enhancing Capacity to Educate and Minister in a Multiracial
World” in Pittsburgh in March, 2011. Academic Dean Leanne
Van Dyk and Professors Matt Floding and Eric Williams
represented the seminary in this meeting designed to help
seminaries develop strategies for a wide range of multi-racial
initiatives. Western identified the hiring of racial-ethnic faculty
as our particular goal. We will report back to ATS in the spring of
2013 on our progress toward this goal.

Upcoming Learning Opportunities
*interest rates are based on the age of the donor and are established by
the American Council on Gift Annuities
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Nov. 4-5: 2011 Discipleship Conference
			 with Dr. Alan Hirsch and Debra Hirsch
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Nov. 6-7: Bast Preaching Festival
			 with Rev. Dr. M. Craig Barnes
1-800-392-8554, x167

journey@westernsem.edu
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Distinguished Alum

Rev. Dr. Wes Kiel ‘57
Nell and Wes Kiel

by Rev. Brian Keepers ‘01

deVries Photography

of his childhood and adolescence. There
When Fellowship Reformed Church
he met Nell Klein, his future wife and
called me to be their lead pastor in the
life-long partner in ministry. They would
spring of 2005, I was 28 years old with
eventually marry and be blessed with four
barely four years of ministry under my
children and eight grandchildren.
belt. The consistory had the good sense
While in
to arrange for
Washington the
a wise and
faith steadily
seasoned pasnurtured by his
tor named Wes
grandmother,
Kiel—who had
Aggie, and his
served as their
mother, Rose,
interim pastor—
burgeoned into a
to come alongcall to ordained
side me as a
mentor.
Six years
later, Wes
continues to
be my mentor.
Wes with “God & Country” Boy Scouts
Our friendship
at Brooklyn Reformed, 1961
is one of the
greatest blesspastoral
ings in my life. Without Wes walking by
ministry. Wes discerned this call at summy side, I am quite certain I would not
mer camp as a teenager. He spent two
be at Fellowship today, and I wonder if
years at Northwestern College in Orange
I may have quit ministry all together. I
City, IA (then a junior college), finished his
know that’s a strong statement, but it is
no exaggeration. I can think of no one for undergrad at Hope College, and graduwhom I have greater respect and admira- ated from Western Theological Seminary
in 1957.
tion, so it is a tremendous honor to write
Wes received his first call as a pastor to
this tribute to the Rev. Dr. Wesley Kiel on
Brooklyn Community Reformed Church in
the occasion of his Distinguished Alum
Award.
Wes was born on October 9, 1932 in
the rural town of Corsica, South Dakota
during the Great Depression. He was
baptized in the old Grand View Church,
an RCA congregation perched on high
ground with a “grand view” of the Dakota
plains stretching for miles in all directions.
In a scene right out of Grapes of
Wrath, the Kiel family packed up and ventured west for a better life when Wes was
four years old. They ended up in Lynden,
Washington, where Wes spent the rest
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Cleveland, Ohio. He and Nell remained
there for nearly seven years before God
called them back to the Great Northwest to Woodway Community Reformed
Church in Edmonds, WA. Next the Lord
returned them to the Midwest to Central Reformed Church in Sioux Center, IA
before circling back around to Holland,
MI to Christ Memorial Church. During a
time of explosive growth there, Wes’ role
morphed from associate pastor to executive pastor before retiring in 1997.
Add it all up and that makes 40 years
of faithful pastoral ministry in four very
diverse congregations and regions. In a
recent letter to his 1957 seminary classmates, Wes wrote, “Parish ministry…has
mostly been a rich and blessed experience
for me….There were, of course, painful and
discouraging times, but in retrospect, most
of them seem almost trivial and all of them
fitted into the providence of God.”
Along the way Wes completed two
quarters of Clinical Pastoral Education,
was trained as a Family Life consultant
and a church consultant, completed a
Doctorate of Ministry, and wrote a seminal
paper on the Executive Pastor (underwritten by the Leadership Network) which is
still being used today. In the late 90’s Wes

books. This is one of the reasons
he is among the wisest persons I
know—he never stops learning.
Wes possesses a rare humility and eagerness to learn from
others, even young pastors like
myself. Instead of unleashing
the avalanche of wisdom he’s
gained over the years, Wes is
more concerned about tapping
into the wisdom the Spirit has
given to the person (or community) with whom he is present. In his
own words: “Wisdom is the
result of some experience,
some intelligence, and some
ability to reflect. So we all
have wisdom!”
Even in “retirement” Wes
hasn’t stopped making himself
available. He has served as an
interim pastor for four congregations and speaks fondly
of how interim ministry is to
normal parish ministry what
grandparenting is to parenting. This ministry has brought
Wes receives his Doctor of Ministry degree, 1989.
him great joy and satisfacStan Rock, Dick Bennink, Wes Kiel, Marv Hoff
tion, and I know as pastor of a
church where he served that his leaderparticularities of people and place. In
ship made a significant impact.
each place Wes and Nell served, the Holy
In a day when ministry burn-out is
Spirit brought health and vitality through
so high and the pastoral imagination
their ministry.
is so easily jaded by cynicism, Wes is a
A consistent theme of Wes’ life and
soaring example of a pastor who emministry is the key biblical notion of embraced his calling and has given his life
powerment. The chief calling of a pastor
is to equip and
empower the
saints for ministry. Wes loves
the church with
a love devoid of
both sentimentality and blind
idealism. He has
never lost hope in
the potential of
the church to be
the Body of Christ
The Kiel family in 1972: front: Scott, Paula (foster daughter),
in the world, and
Nell, and Wes; back: Steve, Sheri, and Sue
even more so, hope
in joyful service to Christ and his church.
in the One who is the head of the church:
I speak for all young pastors when I say
Christ our Lord.
how inspiring and hopeful this is as we
Another interwoven theme is his lifelong passion for learning. “Life is learning,” stumble to find our way and give faithful leadership to the next generation.
he says. Rarely a week goes by where
Wes ended his letter to his seminary
Wes and I aren’t exchanging articles and
worked for Western Seminary as Interim
Director of Formation for Ministry, and he
taught church leadership.
Of the many reasons Wes is deserving of this award, the primary one is the
way he has embodied such a faithful and
robust vision of pastoral vocation. Look
at Wes’ resume and you will find many
accomplishments, but the bulk of his
resume is “the practice of ministry.” Wes
has a keen understanding of the inescapably local nature of pastoral ministry—
entering into the messy and beautiful
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Delegate to General Synod, 1977

classmates with these poignant words:
“I want to keep living in the Kingdom
and looking for signs of it, but clearly, it
will be more and more from the sidelines. That’s OK. In fact, that’s great.
…‘The boundary lines have fallen for
me in pleasant places; surely I have a
delightful inheritance.’ Psalm 16:6”
Thanks to Wes’ determination to
keep living in the Kingdom by investing in churches and
pastors “from the
sidelines,” I am among
many who testify that
the boundary lines
have fallen for us, too,
in pleasant places.
Praise be to God for
the gift of Wes Kiel.
WTS grad, 1957
--Brian Keepers is the Pastor of
Fellowship Reformed Church, Holland, MI

At a Glance
Wesley E. Kiel ‘57
b. Corsica, SD 10/9/1932
Northwestern Jr College ’52, Hope ’54,
WTS ’57 (MDiv) & ’87 (DMin)
Reformed Churches served:
1957-63, Brooklyn Comm, Cleveland, OH
1963-72, Woodway Comm, Edmonds, WA
1972-79, Central, Sioux Center, IA
1979-97, Christ Memorial, Holland, MI
Other service to the church:
1996-1998, Adjunct professor and Interim
Dir. of Formation for Ministry, WTS
1999-2008, Interim pastor to:
Third Reformed, Kalamazoo, MI
Faith Reformed, Edmonds, WA
Fellowship Reformed, Holland, MI
Trinity Reformed, Holland, MI

2011

Distinguished Alum

Rev. Dick Doeden ‘75
Dick and Nancy Doeden

by Rev. Dan Gillett ‘89
If you’ve ever encountered Rev. Dick
farming as his life’s work. God allowed him
Doeden, you walk away with a trementhat dream, but in a way he didn’t expect.
dous sense of warmth and encourageSince Dick’s parents didn’t own the
ment. His genuine presence captures you
farm, they couldn’t set him up for farming,
as he inquires about how
you’re doing and somehow
quietly communicates the
peace of Christ.
Dick’s story starts in
Grundy Center, Iowa, the
youngest of three children
born to Henry and Frances
Doeden. They were faithful Reformed Church folks
who were hard workers on
the farm and for the kingdom. Dick (and yes, it is
Dick and not Richard, named
after grandfather Rev. Dirk
Dick leads children’s worship at The Reformed
Siemsen) grew up wanting to
Church of Dell Rapids, South Dakota, 1980
be a farmer just like his dad.
He loved the work, especially the horses,
so an education was needed. Dick didn’t
and he would have been very content with
know what he’d do with a college degree,
but off he went to Central College in Pella,
Iowa. After his first year, classmate Bill DeForest suggested he check with Beth Marcus of the RCA Board of Domestic Missions
for a summer missions experience. She
assigned him to Winnebago Indian Mission in Nebraska, and there Dick met Andy
Kamphuis, who had given up dairy farming
to follow a call to ministry as director at
Winnebago. This caught the attention of
the young wanna-be farmer and starting
something stirring.
In 1960 Dick graduated from Central
College with a degree in education. Beth
Marcus entered the picture again when
she suggested that Dick consider
an RCA ministry in Annville, Kentucky.
Annville
Institute was
in need of a
teacher, so Dick
The Reformed Church of Dell Rapids,
South Dakota
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taught there from 1960-69. After a few
years of teaching, Dick took over the dairy
operations of the ministry—combining his
love for the farm while serving as a teacher.
Part of the blessing during the
Annville years included marrying his wife and ministry partner,
Nancy, whom he had met at
Central.
Something else continued to
stir when Dick went off to teach
in Wisconsin. Through some RCA
“networking” (or what is called
“Dutch bingo!”) Dick and Nancy
spent their summers at Cran Hill
Ranch in Michigan where Dick
was the program director. This
brought him experiences of direct
ministry with the sweet smell of
“farm ministry” as he worked with the
horses on the ranch. At the urging of
chaplain Bernie Eckema (former farmer!),
Dick and Nancy went to check out Western Seminary and met with President Bud
Ridder. Dr Ridder’s first question was,
“Does Nancy support this call?” After all,
she would be chasing the three kids that
formed their young family as Dick studied
at the seminary. Needless to say, Dick and
Nancy started at WTS soon thereafter and
also continued working at Cran Hill Ranch
the next two summers.
Dick interned at Christ
Memorial Church during his
four years of seminary, and
when he graduated in 1975,

Leading Stephen
Ministry Training
at Fifth Reformed,
Grand Rapids,
1987

Christ Memorial called him to be the
Reformed Church where I was
associate pastor of Congregational
pastor, I was the recipient of a
Care. Dick says his experience at CMC
significant amount of envy. In
opened his eyes to the blessings of
reflecting on this, there was
team ministry.
good reason. Anyone who
The next phase of ministry
knows and has served in minbrought them back to farm country,
istry with Dick recognizes two
specifically Dell Rapids, South Dakota,
significant blessings he brings
where Dick served as a solo pastor. It
as a ministry associate. First, he
was a rewarding and a refining time,
“has your back” and is interestWelcoming new members at First Reformed, Holland, 2010
leading more specifically to his focus
ed in protecting, helping, and
on the ministry of congregational care. promoting your ministry and the
really was a farmer. He cultivated people instead
Following six years in South Dakota,
overall ministry. Dick is trustworthy
of crops. He cared for people instead of animals.
Dick accepted a call to Fifth Reformed
and safe. Second, as a senior pastor,
He went after the strays, took care of
Church in Grand Rapids,
the hurting, fed and watered the flock.
MI, where he spent 15 years
I asked Dick what advice he would
overseeing congregational
give
to pastors, young and old alike. He
care through the tenures of
answered,
“Love your people and help
three senior pastors.
them make connections with each other
For his final ministry
and with Jesus.” Good advice. Let me
before retirement, Dick
close with another anecdote about Dick.
accepted a call to First
Often, in a word of encouragement
Reformed Church in Holafter an event or activity, Dick, in his
land as Associate Pastor of
subtle Midwest drawl, would say to me
Assimilation and Congregaor others, “That really blessed my old
tional Care. Dick’s ministry
soul!”
expanded to include a
Pastor Dick, faithful man of God,
specialty of introducing
undershepherd
of the sheep, I say on
seekers to members of
Doeden family in 1982: Deb, Kurt, Nancy, Dick, and Rick
behalf of the hundreds and hundreds of
the congregation. He loved
lives God has used you to touch, “You
I also had a pastor in Dick. My famconnecting people to each other and
have
blessed
our souls!”
ily and I, from the first day of Dick’s
allowing the body of Christ to do the
--Dan Gillett is the pastor of
ministry at First Reformed Church, had
work of engrafting newcomers to the
First
Reformed
Church, Holland, MI
a pastor. He counseled us, encouraged
faith.
us, and blessed us. He is and
Throughout his years at Fifth
will always be, our pastor.
Reformed in Grand Rapids, many
So what was the secret of
senior pastors had tried, unsuccessthis rich and powerful minisfully, to recruit Dick to their churches.
try? Why was Dick one of the
When Dick accepted the call to First
most sought after
associate pastors
in the RCA? Partly,
Dick knew his gift
Dick Doeden ‘75
mix, understood his
b. Grundy Center, IA 7/12/38
sense of call, and
Central ’60; WTS ‘75
was comfortable in
his ministry of care.
Reformed Churches served:
He had “set down”
1975-79, Assoc., Christ Memorial, Holland, MI
the expectation of
1979-85, The Reformed Church, Dell Rapids, IA
1985-2000, Assoc., Fifth, Grand Rapids, MI
being a preaching or
2000-06, Assoc., First, Holland, MI
solo pastor, found
his area of giftedOther service:
ness, and exercised
1960-69, Teacher, Annville Inst., Annville, KY
it fully. This became
1969-71, Jr. High teacher, Grafton, WI and
Sheboygan Falls, WI
a blessing to a lot
Enjoying teamwork. Top: with Don Hoekstra and
Ron Beyer at Christ Memorial, Holland (1976).
of people. Also, he

At a Glance
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Bottom: with Diane Konynenbelt, Philip Rose, and
Jim Zinger at Fifth Reformed, Grand Rapids (1998)

Wes t er n Theol o gic a l Sem ina ry

A Note from President Tim Brown
I love how this issue of The Commons “bookends”
God’s faithfulness to Western Theological Seminary—
on the one end we have the promise of
new graduates, about to be unleashed
on this world, and on the other end we
have the stories of two long-time alums
with a lifetime of service in the vineyard
of the Lord.
What a thrill it was to honor both
Dick Doeden and Wes Kiel with the
“Distinguished Alumni” Award. Could
any two be more deserving? These men
have been Holy Spirit gifts of God to
the church, and I was honored to follow
in Dick’s footsteps and work alongside
Wes when I was the pastor at Christ Memorial Church
during 1983-95.

And words would be helpless to describe the
joy in watching 40 men and women walk across
the platform of Dimnent Chapel and turn their
tassels toward the service of the gospel as they
take their part in leading the church in mission.
I invite you to read this edition of The Commons
as a prayer for our graduates! I think I’ll pray
that they will be as faithful to the work of the
gospel as Dick and Wes were, and that someday,
ages and ages hence, they will hear the Beloved
saying to them, “Well done, good and faithful
servants!”
Read and pray!

Timothy Brown
President and Henry Bast Professor of Preaching
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