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The Commons
Our New Day
The Jack and Mary DeWitt
Learning Center is very
close to completion.
The Beardslee Library has been
renamed the Cook Library and is
housed in the new learning center.
This new facility is designed to
accommodate the way students
learn in the 21st century.

Please join us for our

Grand Opening
Celebration
December 6
11:30am-1:00pm
in The Cook Library
Also featuring:
The Jack and Mary DeWitt Learning Center
Renovated classrooms
The Dick and Ethie Haworth
Leadership Center

High density computerized shelving moves with a touch of a button.
Four floors of books from the old library fit on one level here.

Moving the entire book collection into the new library

The old Advancement office
Groundbreaking for Beardslee Library, June 9, 1912

The completed Beardslee Library, 1913

In the early 1950s, Beardslee Library and
Semelink Hall were taken down to make room
for an entirely new building. The chapel and
commons area were on the west side, while
faculty offices and classrooms were in the
middle and on the first floor of the east end.
A wing retaining the name “Semelink Hall”
was built off the east end, and that along
with the second floor mezzanine served as the
seminary’s library until 1980.

History of library facilities at Western Theological Seminary
100+ years of learning

Dedication for new library, 1979
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Cook Center for Theological Research

Historical images courtesy of the Joint Archives of Holland

Using library technology, 2014
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Students using the library, 1946

Millie Schuppert, librarian from 1950-1974

Beardslee Library inside the new Semelink Hall, 1954

Back in 1988 when I began working as a
technical services librarian for the seminary,
patrons used a card catalog to locate materials.
My first project was to coordinate the barcoding
of the entire collection as Western anticipated
its first integrated library system (we are now on
our third system).
Technology proved to be not without its
problems. One year a lightning strike fried all
the computers, and we started the school year
with only two computers for circulation and
staff use. Then there was the summer the chiller
died. We spent the first half of the summer at
85 degrees and the second half in the high 50s
while the new system balanced. We lost spine
labels and book pockets because of the extreme
temperature variance.
Water also caused havoc. The January
“sprinkler flood” of 2009 took out all the first
floor electronics but fortunately only the books
in the “new books” section, which weren’t
hard to replace. Later during spring break, the

Seminarians studying, 1961

basement flooded and the entrance ceiling leaked, causing tiles to fall
down once again (both areas were a recurring problem).
In the mid-90s, libraries all along the lakeshore in three states had
their Jehovah’s Witnesses materials vandalized or stolen. I remember
spending the Super Bowl
repairing a Watchtower
publication in Dutch that only
Ann Nieuwkoop
two other libraries in the world
Interim Director
of the Library
owned.
I have many fond
memories, like when an area
pastor checked out a brand
new book and upon returning it, we noticed it was heavily underlined.
When we asked about that, his response was, “But the author was all
wrong!” (he paid to replace the book).
I will miss watching how students grow during the course of their
studies here, listening to how this institution can sing in harmony in
chapel, and talking to graduates when they stop in for a visit.
Ann led WTS through the creation, construction, and move
into the new learning center. She is retiring at the end of 2018.
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The Heart of Western Theological Seminary
by Dr. Tom Boogaart
Having taught at Western Theological Seminary for
more than 32 years, I am now about to retire. I am filled
with many different emotions, but chief among them
is gratitude. I am so grateful to have been part of this
seminary and to have shared in its unique mission.
I came to WTS as a student in the 1970s with only
a vague notion of what it meant to be Reformed. I
remember
sitting in
Dr. Eugene
Tom Boogaart
Dennis and Betty Voskuil
Osterhaven’s
Professor of Old Testament
theology class
and learning
from him about
WTS’s place
in the broader Reformed tradition. He told us that soon
after the Reformation took hold in the Netherlands, some
reformers felt that a Further Reformation was needed.
Beset by theological controversies, they feared that the
church was too focused on head-knowledge and right
thinking and was losing sight of Calvin’s emphasis on the
heart, faithful living, and thankful service. The proponents
of this Further Reformation were enraptured by the fact
that God, the all-powerful Sovereign, had lowered his
scepter and drawn his beloved people into his presence,
and they celebrated the joy and peace of heart that came
when believers were held in the arms of God.
Dr. Osterhaven told us that WTS stood in the tradition
of the Further Reformation and celebrated the love and
intimacy that God shows to us, not the power and control
that God has over us. He taught us that the heart of WTS
was captured beautifully in the parable of the prodigal

Hebrew class, 2008
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son in which Jesus portrays God not only as a Sovereign
but also as a Father who longs for his rebellious children to
come home. The Father’s eyes scan the road; his feet are
ready to run; his arms are ready to embrace; and his heart
is ready to forgive.
I cannot fully describe the effect that this understanding of Reformed theology had on me. It would not be fair
to say that I grew up among the “frozen chosen,” but it
would be fair to say that the God my Reformed community presented to me was distant and aloof, and that this
God, like all the male role models that I knew, showed no
emotion except anger. Influenced by Dr. Osterhaven, Lester
Kuyper, John Piet, and many others, my world opened up
and I felt drawn into the presence of a loving God. I began
to experience the truth of what John Calvin said at the
beginning of his Institutes: knowledge of God and self are
inextricably connected. Being held in the arms of God was
the beginning of my knowing who I was and what God
had created me to do and to be.
If you want to know the heart of WTS, ponder the
parable of the Prodigal Son. Ponder the open arms of the
Father, ponder how the love of the Father awakens in his
children confession of sin and a desire to come home,
ponder the joy of sitting in the Father’s house and eating
together at his table.
Celebrating God’s embrace of his people has
enlivened WTS and given us a unique identity. We are
deeply committed to the spiritual formation of our
students and the mission of the church. We were one
of the first seminaries to collaborate with local churches
in training students; we developed a doctor of ministry
degree; we started the Children and Worship program;

Gathering around the Lord’s Table, 2012
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The Return of the Prodigal Son by Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn

we committed significant curricular time to students’
spiritual formation; we created innovative language
instruction to help students experience the Bible as a
living word; we launched ministries like the Bridge, the

Chapel service, 2017

Community Kitchen, and the Friendship House...and
the list could go on.
Probably the clearest example of our celebrating
God’s embrace is our emphasis on worship. We gather
every day to worship, and Friday’s chapel with the
celebration of the Lord’s Supper is perhaps the moment
when the heart of WTS is most fully made manifest.
When we gather at the Lord’s Table
Some of the
and hear these words: “Send your
professors who
Holy Spirit we pray that the bread
influenced Tom:
which we break...” we have arrived
at the dramatic moment when God
comes to us and embraces us his
prodigal and pharisaic children. This
is the moment when we experience
most fully the joy of his loving
presence and the desire to carry the
love of God to the world.
Lester Kuyper
To the best of my knowledge,
WTS may be one of the only
seminaries where there is a
symbiotic relationship between
worship and the classroom. The
experience of the presence of God
in daily worship and especially in
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
opens our hearts to reflecting on
John Piet
the nature of God in the classroom,
and careful reflection on the nature
of God in the classroom opens our
hearts to experiencing God at the
Lord’s Table.
It is a privilege to have been part
of the life of WTS for over 32 years,
to have been shaped by and to have
Eugene Osterhaven
helped shape the heart of WTS. It is
my hope that all who join us now
and in the future will feel the embrace of God and be
filled with a love that overflows the world.
Dr. Tom Boogaart will retire at the end of December, 2018.
He came to Western in 1986 and has taught courses in Old
Testament, Hebrew, the biblical worldview, and performing
narratives. A Final Performance on the story of Jonah will be
enacted at the seminary on Thursday, December 13 at 7pm in
lieu of a traditional “last lecture.” The public is welcome.
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A Theological Giant and Down-to-Earth Friend
Hart winds up on an elevator with his
this community. Something happened
stern and demanding professor. Hart
then that I never anticipated. My old
Jeff Munroe
tells Kingsfield, with whom he’s had
professor became my dear friend. He
Executive Vice President
numerous difficult encounters in the
gave me books, invited me out for
classroom, how much his class has
pancakes at Jackie’s, and I was able
meant to him. Kingsfield looks pleased, to take him to Detroit on a couple of
then turns to Hart and says, “Tell me,
occasions to see the Tigers play. Slowly,
what is your name?” It’s a devastating
I even worked up the courage to call
moment. Hart has spent the semeshim “John” instead of “Dr. Hesselink.”
There were giants in the earth in
ter obsessed with
I went to visit him
those days – Genesis 6:4
pleasing a teacher
a couple of weeks
who didn’t even
ago when he was
I met John Hesselink the first day
know his name.
in Holland Hospital.
I ever set foot in Holland, Michigan. It
That was NOT
Unbeknownst to
was the summer of 1981, and I was
my experience
me, I arrived just as
contemplating moving to Holland to
at Western
he was about to be
come on staff with Young Life and
Theological
moved to a skilled
take classes at Western Theological
Seminary! There
nursing facility. His
Seminary. I met with Dr. Hesselink,
were giants in
room was swarming
along with Dr. Eugene Heideman,
the classroom
with medical
as part of my discernment process.
then: legends like
personnel as he was
A year earlier, I had graduated from
being prepped for
Michigan State University. In four years Piet, Osterhaven,
Hesselink, and
the move. “Stop,” he
there, I’d never even seen either the
Cook. Over the
said. “I have to ask
president or the dean. Now, as I conJeff a question.” All
sidered coming to Western, both were course of my
John and Etta Hesselink, Fall 2018
years at Western
the activity ceased,
sitting down with me.
I realized these great teachers
and I sat down next to him, eager
all had something in common:
to hear whatever important thing he
they knew and loved me and the
had to say. He proceeded to ask me a
other students. Because of my
question about the Detroit Tigers.
status with Young Life, I entered
I will treasure that moment forever.
Western as a special student,
John Hesselink was a great theologian.
which meant I could take any
But he was also a real person. I loved
courses I wanted. Even though I
him and I know he loved me. We were
was in over my head, I signed up
friends. I miss my friend.
to take Dr. Hesselink’s course on
Barth and Brunner. I wanted to
hear firsthand his stories about
Ira John Hesselink, Jr. ‘53
(1928-2018)
those two great theologians. Dr.
President Hesselink and Academic Dean Heideman
Hesselink was kind and loving and
Visitation will take place 4:00patient, and with his help I not only
Have you ever seen the 1970s
7:00pm on Thursday, November 29
passed, but learned some significant
at the Langeland Sterenberg Funeral
movie The Paper Chase? Professor
Home, 315 E 16th St, Holland, MI.
theology along the way.
Kingsfield, played by John Houseman,
Fast-forward 31 years, and after a
is an imposing and dictatorial teacher,
A memorial service will be held on
long career in Young Life, I came back
and we experience the first year of
Friday, November 30 at 11:00am
to Western as an employee in 2012.
at Third Reformed Church on the
Harvard Law School through the eyes
corner of 13th Street and Pine Ave
There was Dr. Hesselink, seemingly
of one of his students, a young man
in Holland, MI.
unchanged, and still a vital part of
named Hart. At the end of the movie,
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Mescalero Apache Reservation, New Mexico
Senior student Noelle Jacobs reflects on her summer internship
The Lord first led me to Mescalero in March of 2013 on a
spring break mission trip with Campus Ministry at Grand Valley
State University after He spoke to me in a dream to go there.
The experience redirected my life! I knew He had instilled a
desire in me to return and develop relationships at Mescalero
Reformed Church and in the
greater community of Mescalero.
Nearly six years and six trips
later, that deep-rooted desire still
inhabits in my soul.
I spent just over ten weeks
at Mescalero Reformed Church
this summer, interning with Mark
and Miriam Vellinga (Orange
City, IA), fellow intern Effie
VanderHelm (Shafter, CA) and
several wonderful leaders from
the congregation. I worked with
these fabulous people to run
summer programs like Vacation
Bible School and the community
faith walk and camp meeting.
However, my primary focus was
being present to people in the
daily rhythms of life. I further
developed old relationships and began new ones simply by
practicing a ministry of presence and availability to the people I
so dearly love.
One of my joys was attending coming-of-age ceremonies
—called feasts—on the weekends. They were opportunities to
connect with the community, exchange hugs, give piggyback

rides, and eat delicious fry bread. Also, they were a great
way for me to grow in cultural literacy, one of my goals for
the internship. Another joy was having “Girls’ Nights” with
Effie (pictured bottom left). We would welcome female
youth into our apartment for ice cream, scavenger hunts,
and dance parties—a way of living into our core values of
discipleship and hospitality.
I assisted in weekly liturgy and preached a couple of
Sundays, but my time in Mescalero was truly enriched by
the people I interacted with every day of the week.

From the process of asking for financial support all the
way to being welcomed as family by members of the tribe,
the Lord used this experience to humble my spirit. I am
forever grateful to those who supported me, prayed for
me and showed me what it means to love the other and
trust the Lord with all of their being. I am also grateful to
Western Theological Seminary for preparing me to slow
down and listen through two years of formation class.
My call to work with
college students is strong in
this season of life, but I am
always open to return to
Mescalero and would not be
surprised, just humbled with
gratitude, if the Lord calls
me back. All He has to do is
say the Word—I’ll be there.

Photos: Noelle with the lifelong friends she has made over her six trips to New Mexico
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AlumLine
The Business
of Ministry
With degrees in political science and
business from Hope College and the
University of Southern California, 1966 WTS
graduate George Boerigter never did quite fit
the traditional pastor mold.
“I didn’t cut my lawn in a white shirt and
tie outside the parsonage,” he jokes. Over
his career, however, he has used both his
gifts in business and in ministry to bless
the people around him in unexpected and
creative ways.
At George’s first call in Sterling, IL, the church was
struggling to pay him the minimum salary for an RCA
pastor. Having a wife and three sons to provide for,
George’s entrepreneurial spirit kicked in. He visited people
from Monday through Friday to invite them
to church, knowing that bodies in the pews
meant not only would more people hear the
message but more resources would come
into the church, as well. In 10-12 weeks,
90% of the congregation was in church,
and the offerings were up. He also did
WTS graduate, pulpit supply for a local Presbyterian church
1966
in need of a pastor.
Later, during his eight years as pastor of
Central Reformed Church in Muskegon, MI in the 70’s,
George participated in inner city development efforts.
He hired a staff member specifically to lobby the city
commission about employment and urban development
needs in the community.

George Boerigter at the SoundOff Signal plant, Hudsonville, MI

After many years as a pastor, George and his wife,
Sibilla, decided it was time for him to make a go at business
full time. In 1992, they purchased a small company called
SoundOff Signal in Hudsonville, MI, which had only one
product at the time.
“I was confident I could turn it into something,” says
George—and he did. Today, SoundOff Signal has about 300
employees and is almost a $100 million company. They sell
their light bars for emergency vehicles in every major city, in
Canada, Mexico, and 40 other foreign countries. Their lights
have been seen on the streets of Hong Kong and on British
detective shows.
Just as George brought his business savvy with him
when he was a pastor, he has brought his ministry expertise
into his work at SoundOff Signal.
“When I was at Western I took a wonderful course with
Dr. Don Bruggink called Christ in Architecture,” he recalls.
“That course explained that the church buildings had to
reflect the theology and the conviction of the church.”
So when SoundOff Signal built its first factory, George
kept these ideals in mind and designed it so
that the building would bless as many people
as possible. He made natural light a priority and
put executives in interior offices and others in
open spaces near the windows. He also made
sure that both the office and the factory had air
conditioning. The building even has a small gym
for employees to work out on their breaks.
“We really work at fairness and openness,”
George explains. The company tells every
employee whether the company is profitable
or not in a certain week. All the employees are
part owners of a major share of the company.
mpower LED Lightbar with ClearDuty silicone technology from SoundOff Signal
insert: George with the new president, Mark Litke
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AlumLine
On to glory...
Donald Boss ‘53
b. 8/6/1926 Charlevoix, MI
d. 9/7/2018 Waupun, WI
Hope ’50; WTS ‘53
(1953-56) Rehoboth, Lucas, MI
(1956-60) Immanuel, Lansing, MI
(1960-64) Bethany, Canton, SD
(1964-69) Trinity, Fulton, IL
(1969-71) First, South Holland, IL
(1971-80) First, Waupun, WI
(1980-87) American, De Motte, IN
(1987-89) int, First, Randolph, WI
Ira John Hesselink, Jr. ‘53
b. 3/21/1928 Grand Rapids, MI
d. 10/28/2018 Holland, MI
Central ’50; WTS ’53; U Basel, Switz
’61 (DTheol)
(1953-73) missionary, evangelist, Japan
(1961-73) prof, Tokyo Union TS, Japan
(1973-85) president, WTS
(1986-92) prof. of theology, WTS
(1994-96) vp & pres of General Synod
In retirement taught at seminaries in
Japan as well as Hope College & WTS
Raymond Weiss ‘54
b. 1/7/1928 Santa Monica, CA
d. 6/23/2018 Orange City, IA
Central ’50; WTS ’54; U of MI ’57(MA);
Fuller ’92 (PhD)
(1954-1956) Christian Endeavor, MI
(1957-59) missionary, Iraq
(1959-60) University, Ann Arbor, MI
(1961-1963) miss., Beirut, Lebanon
(1963-70) National Evangelical Church,
Bahrain
(1970-98) professor, Northwestern Coll.
(1999-2000) VP of Academic Affairs,
Northwestern College
Harold Oppermann ‘57
b. 3/20/1930 Chicago, IL
d. 4/22/2018 Mason City, IA

Hope ’54; WTS ‘57
(1966-75) Faith Community, Berwyn, IL
(1957-62) Monarch, Alberta, Canada
(1976- ) founding director, Chicago
(1962-69) Nooksak Valley, Nooksak, WA
Christian Counseling Center
(1969-76) First, Meservey, IA
Evert Fikse ‘63
John E. DeJong ‘58
b. 12/21/1937 South Blendon, MI
b. 10/22/1931 Springfield, SD
d. 8/28/2018 Jenison, MI
d. 8/25/2018 Artesia, CA
Hope ’60; WTS ‘63
Hope ’55; WTS ‘58
(1963-67) First, Allegan, MI
(1958-62) Prairie View, KS
(1967-74) Ivanhoe, Chicago, IL
(1962-66) Second, Lennox, SD
(1974-88) Covenant, Downers Grove, IL
(1966-72) Corona, CA
(1988-99) min of mission, Regional
(1972-82) Mayfair Community,
Synod of Mid-America
Lakewood, CA
(1980-82) Park Hills, Los Angeles, CA
Charles Doornbos ‘64
(1982-00) Bethel, Bellflower, CA
b. 4/28/1937 Kalamazoo, MI
d. 9/29/2018 Douglas, MI
Robert Nykamp ‘58
WMU ’59; WTS ‘64
b. 1/15/1933 Hamilton, MI
(1964-67) First, Monroe, SD
d. 10/13/2018 Holland, MI
(1967-71) Comm, Newton, IA
Hope ’55; WTS ’58; U of PA ’69 (MS)
(1971-78) Olivet, Grandville, MI
(1958-63) Ross, Gary, IN
(1979-83) assoc, Peace, Middleville, MI
(1963-64) Hope, Chicago, IL
(1983-89) Hudson, FL
(1965-77) professor, WTS
(1989-96) Ross, Gary, IN
(1977-81) Bayshore Gardens,
(1996-2000) Coopersville, MI
Bradenton, FL
Served in retirement at Third Reformed
(1981-96) Chaplain, Pine Rest Christian in Kalamazoo, MI and at Moline CRC
Hospital, Grand Rapids, MI
(1990-91) VP General Synod
David Hensley ‘71
b. 3/10/1944 North Bend, NE
Howard VandeGuchte ‘58
d. 9/1/2018 Edgerton, MN
b. 5/15/1932 Sheboygan County, WI
Peru State Col ’66; WTS ‘71
d. 9/16/2018 Fond du Lac, WI
(1971-74) Prairie View, KS
Wheaton ’55; WTS ‘58
(1975-81) Faith, Brookings, SD
(1958-61) Sandham Memorial,
(1981-86) Community, Clinton, IA
Monroe, SD
(1986-91) First, Lynden, WA
(1961-98) Grace, Fond du Lac, WI
(1991-2001) Otley, IA
(2001-02) Chandler, MN
Grover Davis ’60
b. 2/17/1933 Pine Knot, KY
Alan Schreuder ‘78
d. 9/14/2018 Orland Park, IL
b. 9/13/1948 Kalamazoo, MI
Hope ’56; WTS ’61;
d. 7/31/2018 Pella, IA
McCormick TS ’72 (STM), ’88 (DMin)
N Mich U ’71; WTS ’78; FullerTS (ThM)
(1961-66) Raritan, IL
(1975-77) missionary, Ethiopia

“Just as we believe in the priesthood of all believers
in the church, we believe that all the people who work in
business ought to have a sense of ownership and pride
and self-worth in the place they work,” he shares.
George has handed off the daily leadership of
SoundOff Signal to a new president, Mark Litke, but he
is still chairman of the board and maintains one special
right—no one can be fired without his permission.
“We are just about the hardest place in the world to
be fired from,” he jokes. George and Sibilla believe it is
important to let employees rest or redirect their energy if
they’re going through a rough patch, rather than just let
them go.
A PUBLICATION OF WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

(1978-80) pastor, Otley, IA
(1980-2015) missionary, Chiapas,
Mexico
(2015-18) calling pastor, First, Pella, IA
Linda J. Bos ‘85
b. 5/8/1956 Fort Monroe, Virginia
d. 7/30/2018 Rogers City, MI
Hope ‘77; WTS ’85, ’96 (DMin)
(1985-1992) The Crystal Cathedral,
Garden Grove, CA
(1992-2012) Hospice Chaplain, Orange
County, CA
Allison Van Skiver ‘02
b. 6/19/1973 Grand Rapids, MI
d. 10/7/2018 Grand Rapids, MI
GVSU ’95; WTS ’02 (MRE); GVSU (ME)
Youth Leader, East Congregational
UCC, Grand Rapids MI
Campus Minister, Holy Trinity High
School, Chicago, IL
Counselor, Wellspring Preparatory High
School, Grand Rapids, MI
Murray Cooper ‘16
b. 9/11/1948 South Bend, IN
d. 5/31/2018, Richland, MI
WMU ’70; U MIch ’78 (MS), ’81 (PhD);
WTS ‘16
First career as biostatistician w/ Upjohn
Co. and Pfizer Co. until 2008.
(1985-90) adjunct prof, Nazareth
College, Kalamazoo, MI
Second career at Richland Presbyterian
Church, Richland, MI (congregational care, pastoral care, Christian
education)
(2017-18) chaplain, Bronson Methodist
Hospital, Kalamazoo, MI

“We vow we will not make money OFF our
employees, but we will make money WITH our
employees,” George says. “Their mental and intellectual
engagement and empowerment is a powerful thing.”
George and Sibilla are giving back to the Holland
community in another way, too. The recently designed
Boerigter Center for Calling and Career at Hope College is
a new program to help ensure that every student is robustly
prepared for career success and professional growth.
Sometimes Western Theological Seminary graduates
don’t end up in lifelong parish ministry—but that doesn’t
mean they aren’t lifelong ministers, in whatever context
they find themselves.
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Class of 2018

Master of Divinity graduates
Alyssa Anten
Support Specialist at HQ (youth
center), Grand Rapids, MI
Shaelee Boender VanderStoep
Intern at Christian Community
Development Assoc. (CCDA),
Grand Rapids, MI
Sarah Campbell
Further graduate work
David Celeskey
Pastor at Unity Reformed Church,
Muskegon, MI
Florence Dekker
Commissioned pastor at Faith
Reformed Church, Kingsville,
Ontario, Canada
James DeVries
Lead pastor at Covenant Reformed Church, Hudsonville, MI
Abigail DeZeeuw
Hebrew Teaching Asst., WTS
and working at Renew
Therapeutic Riding Center,
Holland, MI
David Doerner
Teaching Pastor at Frontline
Church, Grand Rapids, MI
Jack Droppers
Staff Associate at Central Grand
Rapids Young Life, Grand Rapids, MI
Ruth Estell
CPE residency, Covenant
HealthCare, Saginaw, MI
John Kyu Hahn
Youth Ministry Director at
Granite Springs Church,
Lincoln, CA

Tierra Marshall
Director of Education,
Training, and Assessment
at Providence College,
Providence, RI
Eric Nichols
In search process
Maxwell Nkansah
Lead Pastor at Olivet
Congregational Church, Ann
Arbor, MI
Carlos (Charly) Peña
Evangelism Ministry
Communication Media
Mark Rich
Pastor at Calvary Community
Church, Plainwell, MI
Jeremiah Ritchie
In search process
Hillary Roethlisberger
Clinical Therapy Position in
Corvallis, OR
Min Seong Roh
New church plant in Oakland,
CA
Emily Rosendahl
Children’s Ministry Assistant
at Fellowship Reformed Church,
Holland, MI and Therapist at
Bethany Christian Services,
Grand Haven, MI
Matthew St. Pierre
Community Development
Ministry at Restore Merced,
Merced, CA
Thomas Terpstra
Law school

Ross Hoekstra
Lead Pastor at Maurice Reformed
Church, Maurice, IA

Kristen Uroda
Pastor of Creative Arts
in New Mexico

Lorie Jonkman
In search process

Scott Van Ravenswaay
In the search process

Wesley Joseph
Director of Worship and
Discipleship at Hopewell
Reformed Church,
Hopewell Junction, NY

Jordan Vermeer
In search process

Soo Kim
Youth Pastor at New City Kids,
Hackensack, NY

Thanks to funding from a generous grant from the Henry Luce
Foundation to further the seminary’s work in the area of disability and
ministry, Western was able to invite two young scholars to join the faculty for
two years as they finish their dissertations on an aspect of disability studies.
Sarah Barton was born and raised in the Pacific
Northwest. She has a B.S. in Biology, an M.S. in Occupational
Therapy, and an M.T.S. degree. She is currently a Doctor of
Theology Candidate at Duke Divinity School. Sarah brings
to our faculty not only strong academic credentials, but
also professional experience as an occupational therapist.
She speaks on issues related to intellectual disability, disability studies,
occupational therapy, global health, and spirituality. She received an
Honorary Dissertation Fellowship (2018-2019) from the Louisville Institute
and was named the Academic Fellow for the Episcopal Church Foundation’s
Fellowship Partners Program (2018-2021).
Sarah is an active Episcopalian who enjoys serving as a lay preacher and
lay eucharistic minister.
Originally from the coastal city of Cartagena, Columbia,
L.S. Carlos A. Thompson was adopted by an American family
and raised in Fargo, ND. Carlos earned a B.S. in Church Ministry, an M.A. in Religious Studies, and an M.Th. in Ministry and
Mission (Practical Theology). He is currently a Ph.D. Candidate
in Divinity at the University of Aberdeen, King’s College.
Carlos is a Charismatic-Reformed Pentecostal who lives with congenital
cerebral palsy. One of the questions foundational to his research and spiritual reflection is: How are Christians to understand “healing” in the midst of
enduring disability and chronic illness?
Carlos is working in the Graduate Certificate in Disability and Ministry
program, helping to form the long-term strategy for Western’s ambitious
disability and ministry curriculum as part of his PhD research. He lives in and
directs the Friendship House, where he gives guidance and sincere friendship to the residents and young adults with cognitive disabilities living there
and in the Red Brick apartments. This combination of academic programming and hands-on ministry makes Carlos’ work very valuable to both the
seminary and the Holland community.

Update from the Presidential Search Committee

With hopeful anticipation we bring you this update on our progress
toward identifying the next president of WTS. Our search consultant,
CarterBaldwin, reached out to more than 100 prospects, resulting in 23
applications from a broad array of candidates. The search committee
identified those who brought the strongest credentials to the search,
resulting in eight semi-finalists. After CarterBaldwin gathers data and
interviews these semi-finalists, we will narrow the pool further in December.
We are on track for an announcement in the spring. We are grateful for your
prayers as we seek God’s leader for the future of this seminary.

Norman Yung
Church plant in
Flushing, NY
Steve Zeoli
In search process

Want to stay in touch with Western digitally?
Receive Alumni updates three times a year by sending
your name, year of graduation, and email address to
advancement@westernsem.edu
News to share? Send to advancement@westernsem.edu
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Welcome to the first Henri Nouwen Doctoral Fellows

NOVEMBER 27
This year the seminary is focusing our #GivingTuesday campaign on
raising $10,000 for the Friendship House. We are aiming to meet practical
needs like furniture, support railings, safety bars, and appliances. Visit
westernsem.edu/give or call 616-392-8555, x109 on Tuesday, November 27
if you’d like to help us reach our goal!

THE COMMONS, FALL 2018

News from WTS
Originally from West Michigan, Shari Oosting moved
back from the east coast to join WTS as associate director of formation for ministry on July 2. She previously
worked in Princeton Theological Seminary’s Institute for
Youth Ministry and Office of Continuing Education. In
her new role, Shari helps to lead the Teaching Church program, the field
education experience for M.Div. programs.
On July 23, Margaret (Margie) Wade became the resources management librarian in the new Cook Library.
Margie has worked for Ford Motor Company, Greater
West Bloomfield Historical Society, Kresge Foundation,
and Wayne State University Library. Terms like metadata,
digital curation, and serials management are all part of her experience,
allowing her to hit the ground running with the new library system,
which was launched in July.
Keith Reynolds joined the Admissions team as an
associate director on August 28. Prior to moving to
Holland to launch a satellite site for Engedi Church,
Keith lived in Indiana, where he served in pastor roles
and taught communications at Huntington University.
His inner-city Chicago roots and late-teen acceptance of Jesus have
spurred Keith’s passion for proclaiming the gospel and encouraging
individuals toward Christian service.
Jackson Nickolay was hired as the maintenance
assistant/custodian for 2018-19. He is in charge of
building security, event set-ups, maintenance and
grounds work, and serves as a chapel tech host. Jackson
is married to M.Div. senior Hannah Barker Nickolay.
On October 15, Rick Capotosto began working as
associate director of development. He recently served
in development for 70 x 7 Life Recovery, supporting
people returning to the community after incarceration.
Rick has a long history in sales and marketing. His
interest in development work deepened after many years volunteering
and consulting with a range of non-profits, and he looks forward to
engaging faithful donors for the work of WTS.
This fall, Dordt College chose Professor of Pastoral Care
and Christian Spirituality Chuck DeGroat to receive
their 2018 Distinguished Alumni Award. The award
recognizes alumni who have distinguished themselves in
an extraordinary fashion, who give evidence of living out
of a Reformational worldview, and who demonstrate exemplary service
to the community and the world.
Professor of Historical and Systematic Theology Suzanne
McDonald traveled to Instituto UniFil in Londrina, Brazil
in August for an intensive week with the WTS Doctor of
Ministry cohort there. She co-taught “Mission and the
Theology of Church Multiplication” with the missiologist
Dr. Chuck Van Engen.
Dr. McDonald also spoke at a conference on the Synod of Dordt
at Calvin Theological Seminary in September. Her presentation, “The
Canons of Dordt for the Church Today: Polemics, Pastoring, and Pulling
up TULIPs,” is available on vimeo.com/291165325.

A PUBLICATION OF WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Save the dates:
“Cancer Stories & The Christian Story”
• February 15 @ 7:00pm, Lecture with Dr. Deanna Thompson,
author of Glimpsing Resurrection: Cancer, Trauma, and Ministry

Annual Osterhaven Lectures
• April 15-16 with Professor John Swinton of the Centre for
Spirituality, Health and Disability, University of Aberdeen, Scotland

2019 “Writing for Your Life” Spiritual Writers’ Conference
• May 20-23 with workshops by Isaac Anderson, Marilyn McEntyre,
Makoto Fujimura, Tish Harrison Warren, Sarah Arthur, and more

Meet WTS Faculty and Staff:
Timothy Brown:
• Dec 16 – Preaching at First Reformed Church, Sioux Center, IA
• Jan 6 – Preaching at New Hope Community Church, Gilbert, AZ

Carol Bechtel:
• Feb 22-23 – Leading women’s retreat, “God Save the Queen: An
Exploration of the Book of Esther,” New Hope Church, Powell, OH

Chuck DeGroat:
• Nov 25 – Preaching at Westminster Presbyterian, Grand Rapids, MI
• Feb 21-23 – Speaking at Sojourn Church, Louisville, KY
• Mar 15-17 – Leading “Wholeheartedness” retreat, Christ Church,
Boulder, CO
• Mar 22-24 – Leading Men’s Retreat, City Church, Philadelphia, PA

Kristen Johnson:
• Dec 2 & 9 – “Justice and Our Callings,” adult education,
Thornapple Community Church, Grand Rapids, MI
• Mar 28-29 – Preaching at Lenten Preaching Series, Cathedral
Church of the Advent, Birmingham, AL

Suzanne McDonald:
• Feb 6 & 13 – “Dealing Faithfully with Dementia,” adult education, The People’s Church, East Lansing, MI

Jeff Munroe:
• Mar 17 – adult education, Second CRC, Grand Haven, MI
• Apr 7 – Preaching at Central Reformed Church, Grand Rapids, MI

Keith Reynolds:
• Nov 25 – Preaching at Beechwood Church, Holland, MI

Travis West:
• Dec 2 – “Psalm 117 and the End of Us and Them,” adult education, Christ Memorial Church, Holland

Calvin Symposium on Worship, Calvin College (Jan 24-26):
• Sarah Barton: “Baptism and Christian Identity: Shaping Liturgical
Practice from the Perspective of Disability” and “Coaching on
Universal Design for Worship”
• Todd Billings: panelist, “Trinitarian Sacramental Theology”
• Tom Boogaart, Hebrew class, chapel stewards: vespers services
• Ben Conner, Carlos Thompson: “Universal Design for Worship” and
“Ways We Witness: Disability and the Mission of the Church”
• Han-luen Kantzer Komline: “Going to Church with Augustine”
• Ron RIenstra: “Multilingual Singing for English-Speaking Congregations” (and worship leader at several services)
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A Note from

PRESIDENT TIMOTHY BROWN

Because Nancy and I have ten grandchildren, I am familiar
with lots of animated Disney musicals, including The Lion
King. I am thinking of a song from that show, “The Circle of
Life,” with this issue of
The Commons. We are
Dr. Timothy Brown
honoring those we’ve
President and
lost while celebrating
Henry Bast Professor of
what’s new.
Preaching
We lost former
professor Bob Nykamp
recently; he was my
pastoral counseling professor and a dear friend. We lost I.
John Hesselink, one of the really tall timbers in Western’s
history. And although we don’t discuss it in this issue, we
also lost the remarkable pastoral theologian Eugene Peterson
recently; he loved our school and was a tremendous source of
inspiration and encouragement to me.

We also note in this issue a couple of significant retirements:
Tom Boogaart joined the faculty a decade before I did, and
no one articulates and incarnates the ethos of Western better
than Tom, and it’s impossible to think of the library at Western
without thinking of Ann Nieuwkoop. She’s kept the library in
business while being intimately involved in the design of our
new space, and we owe her a tremendous debt of gratitude.
At the same time, there is new life happening. The
completion of our capital campaign (we’ve now exceeded our
fundraising goals) and the building project have created an
almost entirely new campus. We honor those who have gone
before as we move into the new, following the Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and end, the Almighty One who was
and is and is to come. Thank you for partnering with Western
throughout all these seasons.
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