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EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 

 Duke University   Doctor of Philosophy (1997) 
  Major Field: New Testament and Christian Origins 
  Minor Fields: Hebrew Bible; Islamic History 
  Dissertation: "Athanasius and the Text of the Gospels" 
   Advisors:  Dr. D. Moody Smith, Duke University 
      Dr. Bart Ehrman, UNC - Chapel Hill  

• Graduated with honors - Phi Beta Kappa  1997 
• Passed Preliminary Examinations with Distinction  1991 

 Bethel Theological Seminary  Master of Divinity (1988) 
  Major Field: Old Testament 

 University of Michigan   Master of Arts (1984) 
  Major Field: Modern Near Eastern and North African Studies 

 University of Dayton   Bachelor of Science (1981) 
  Major Field: Mathematics 
  Minor Field: Political Science 

• Graduated Summa Cum Laude 1981 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE    

Western Theological Seminary  
 Associate Academic Dean   June 2015 – present 

• Director of the Master of Divinity and Master of Arts degree programs 
• Academic Advisor for MDiv and MA students concerning degree completion 
• Work with Academic Dean, Registrar, and Academic Office Administrative Assistant 

concerning faculty workloads, course schedules, academic probation, and other academic 
matters 

• Deputy Title IX Coordinator 
• Hope-Western Prison Initiative Steering Committee 

 
 Dean of Formation for Ministry  July 2013 – June 2015 

• Administrate Formation for Ministry courses, programs, and staff 
• Serve as Dean of Students: Student Assistance Program, Friendship House 
• Serve on Reformed Church in America committees: Call, Care, and Standards 

Committee; First Call Initiative 
 
Northwestern College, Orange City, IA 

 Vice President for Student Development/Dean of Student Life 2005-2013 
• Administrate Student Development programs, budget, and personnel (18 staff members) 

in the areas of residence life, international and intercultural affairs, student activities, 
leadership development, the student center, intramurals, counseling and health services, 
campus safety and security, and food service  

• Administrate Spiritual Formation and Vocation programs, budget, and personnel (11 staff 
members) in the areas of spiritual formation, campus ministry teams, experiential and 
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service learning, spring break service projects, summer missions programs, career 
development, and freshmen advising 

• Member of the President’s Administrative Council 
• Administrative representative on the Campus Life Committee of the Board of Trustees 
• Collaborate with the Provost, Dean of Faculty, Athletic Director, and Chaplain 

 Chair of the Department of Religion  2002-04 
 Library Staff Supervisor and Liaison 2002-03 
 
LEADERSHIP TRAINING 

Presidential Vocation and Institutional Vision Program 2012-13 
Council of Independent Colleges, Stowe, VT 

• This program was designed to assist prospective college presidents, along with their 
spouses, to clarify their own sense of personal vocation, and to weigh it in the context of 
the missions of the institutions they might lead in the future  

 
Christian Community Development Association, Annual Conference 2011, 2012 
 
Duke Center for Reconciliation, Summer Institute June 2010 
 
Leadership Development Institute  2002-03 
Council for Christian Colleges & Universities, Sumas, WA 

• Program to identify, train, and mentor future administrators in Christian higher education  
• Jim Bultman, President of Hope College, served as mentor concerning college presidency 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 Professor of New Testament  July 2013 - present 
  Western Theological Seminary, Holland, MI 
 
 Associate Professor of Religion 1997-2005 
  Northwestern College, Orange City, IA 

• Marvin and Jerene DeWitt Professor of Religion (endowed chair) 2003-05 
• Department chair   2002-04 
• Granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor 2001 

 
 Visiting Scholar    Spring 2005 
  Regent College, Vancouver, British Columbia  
 
 Assistant Professor of Religion and Theology  1995-97 
  Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI  
 
 Instructor of Religion     1993-95 
  Palm Beach Atlantic College, West Palm Beach, FL 
 
 Adjunct Professor of Religion    1992-93 
  Meredith College, Raleigh, NC 
 
 Visiting Instructor of New Testament   1992-93 
  Reformed Theological Seminary – Charlotte, Charlotte, NC 
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 Graduate Teaching Assistant    1988-92 
  Duke University and Duke Divinity School, Durham, NC 
 

COMMITTEE EXPERIENCE    

 Western Theological Seminary 
• Current: Program Cabinet, MDiv/MA Committee, Faculty meetings, Biblical Field 

meetings 
• Past: Administrative Cabinet, Strategic Planning Committee, Library and Building 

Renovation Committee, Admissions Committee, ThM Committee, Doctor of Ministry 
Committee, Graduate Program in Pastoral Ministry Committee, Diversity Committee, 
Restorative Circles Committee, Ministry Field meetings, Student Council Faculty Liaison 

 
 Northwestern College  

• Strategic Planning Committee, Multi-Ethnic Resource Team, Strategic Planning Steering 
Committee (Co-chair), Learning Goals Task Force, Faculty Status Committee, Library 
Director Search Committee, Growth Analysis Task Force, Presidential Search 
Committee, Planning and Priorities Committee, Campus Life Committee (Chair), 
International Student Academic Advisor  

 
 
NEW BUILDING AND RENOVATION EXPERIENCE 

 Western Theological Seminary 
• Library and Building Renovation Committee 

 
 Northwestern College  

• Campus Master Planning, Ramaker Library Renovation (into new Student Services 
building), DeWitt Dining Center Renovation, North Suites Residence Hall, Residence 
Hall (not built), Rowenhorst Student Center Renovation, Library Program Task Force 
(Co-Chair) 

 
HONORS 

 Northwestern College 
• Marvin and Jerene DeWitt Professor of Religion (endowed chair) 2003-05 
• Professor of the Year, Teaching Excellence Award  2000 

 
 Bethel Theological Seminary 

• Student Body President    1985-88 
• Eta Beta Rho, National Hebrew Honor Society  

 
 University of Dayton 

• Pi Mu Epsilon (National Mathematics Honor Society) 
• Alpha Sigma Tau (National Political Science Honor Society) 

 
 Hastings High School (Hastings, MI) 

• Alumnus of the Year    2002 
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FELLOWSHIPS, SCHOLARSHIPS, and GRANTS 

Summer Seminar in Christian Scholarship June 24 - July 26, 2002 
Calvin College, Grand Rapids Michigan  

• Seminar on “Hermeneutics at the Crossroads”  
 
Faculty Summer Research Grant   1998, 2000, and 2002 
Northwestern College, Orange City, IA 
 
Junior Teaching Fellow    1990-91 
American Association of Colleges, Duke University/Guilford College, NC 
 
Graduate Research and Teaching Assistantship  1988-93 
Duke University, Durham, NC 
 
Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship 1982-84 
U.S. Department of Education, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI  
 
Presidential Scholarship   1977-81 
University of Dayton, Dayton, OH 

 
PUBLICATIONS 

 “Can I Have Your Autograph: Uses and Abuses of Textual Criticism in Formulating an 
Evangelical Doctrine of Scripture.” In Evangelicals and Scripture. Edited by Dennis 
Okholm, Laura Miguélez, and Vincent Bacote. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 
2004. 

 “Another Look at Codex Sinaiticus.” In The Bible as Book: The Transmission of the Greek Text. 
Edited by Scott McKendrick and Orlaith O’Sullivan. London: The British Library, 2003. 

 "Athanasius." In Historical Handbook of Major Biblical Interpreters. Edited by Donald K. 
McKim. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1998. Pages 17-22. 

 Book reviews in Catholic Biblical Quarterly and Religious Studies Review. 
 
PAPER PRESENTATIONS 

  “Sustaining a Shared Vision for Student Learning,” Joint panel presentation at the CCCU Chief 
Academic Officers and Senior Student Development Officers Joint Conference, Arlington, 
VA, March 30, 2007.  

 “Can I Have Your Autograph: Uses and Abuses of Textual Criticism in Formulating an 
Evangelical Doctrine of Scripture,” Wheaton Theology Conference, Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, IL, April 6, 2001. 

 Presider, New Testament Textual Criticism Section, 1999 AAR/SBL Annual Meeting, Boston, 
MA. 

 “Will the Real Athanasius Please Stand Up? Gospel Citations and Authenticity in Orationes i-iv 
contra Arianos,” 1998 AAR/SBL Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL, November 22, 1998. 
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 “Another Look at Codex Sinaiticus,” at The Bible as Book: The Transmission of the Greek Text, 
an academic conference sponsored by the Van Kampen Foundation and the Scriptorium: 
Center for Christian Antiquities, Hampton Court, Herefordshire, England, May 28, 1998. 

 “Athanasius, the Corrections of Sinaiticus, and the Nameless Shapers of the Alexandrian Text,” 
1997 AAR/SBL Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA, November 22, 1997. 

 "Transmission, Transmitters, and Crossed-Wires in Alexandria," 1993 AAR/SBL Annual 
Meeting, Washington D.C., November 22, 1993. 

 "Whither the Text of Alexandria? The Use of Patristic Sources for Reconstructing the 
Transmission History of the NT Text," 1992 AAR/SBL Annual Meeting, San Francisco, 
CA, November 23, 1992. 

 "The Persuasive Nature of Biography: Portraits of Paul and Apollonius of Tyana," 1992 
AAR/SBL Southeast Regional Meeting, Atlanta, GA, March 15, 1992. 

 "Luke 24, John 20, and Anti-Docetic Corruptions of Luke," 1991 AAR/SBL Annual Meeting, 
Kansas City, MO, November 23, 1991. 

 

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 

 Society of Biblical Literature 
 Institute for Biblical Research 
 
LANGUAGES 

 Ancient: Greek, Biblical Hebrew, Latin 
 Modern: French (reading), German (reading) 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 Systems Analyst  1981-1984 
 Institute for Social Research, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT  

 Community Involvement, Holland, MI 
• Fellowship Reformed Church: Adult education, Men’s retreat 

 Community Involvement, Orange City, IA 
• American Reformed Church: elder, adult Sunday School teacher, youth group sponsor, 

choir, and providing pulpit supply 
• MOC-Floyd Valley School System: Co-chair and chair of the Dutchmen Field 

Championship from 2004-08, Pride of the Dutchmen Band Board 
• Performed in Orange City Tulip Festival night show musicals: “Sound of Music” (2008), 

“Brigadoon” (2009), and “My Fair Lady” (2012) 
• Schoolhouse Company’s radio theatre production of A Christmas Carol (2011) 
• Pulpit supply at numerous area churches 
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